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December 2013 

Happy Holidays to All
President’s Message 

Season's Greetings to all. I trust all of 
you are doing well!  

As I sit here in front of the radio listening to the 
Rooster's Net on 3990 I have been reflecting on 
the past year at SPARC. Twenty thirteen has 
been good to us. We have experienced a lot of 
firsts in the past year. This is the first time in 
ten years that we have begun a year with no 
debt and no big expenses looming over us. Our 
loan was paid off in 2012.  

For the first time since we purchased the 
Breneman Road property we are not on the 
DEP's radar. Spring saw the diesel generator 
and its underground fuel tank being removed 
from the site. No more bills for tank 
inspections, “operator training” and indemnity 
fund payments. We are now using clean, 
reliable, propane to power the new backup 
generator. 

For the first time in history the SPARC Field 
Day effort featured 100% solar power, thanks 
to the loan of a portable solar system from Sun 
Lion Energy. Not only that but our score was 
highest in recent history. And for the first time 
in my memory we operated 160 meters thanks 
to the donation of a full length dipole by 
KN3A. 

For the first time we entered the PA QSO party 
from the club site. It was a little crowded both 
in the shack and RF wise but we still had a 
whole lot of fun and scored well. We worked 
all PA counties except for two. Not bad for a 
first try. 

One more first. The 100 foot tower now sports 
rotating beams for 6 meters, 2 meters and 70 
cm. There is still some work to be done with 
feed lines but the big part is finished. 

While we were up there the 70 cm repeater 
antenna was replaced and, on the ground, 
thanks to the efforts of KB3ZGE the 70 cm 
repeater has been upgraded. 

So, what are we going to do in 2014? Well, 
work on the remote HF installation is coming 

along. We may even have it on line before the 
New Year. The on site HF capabilities are 
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being expanded. There has been a suggestion 
that we operate VHF/UHF contests. There has 
been an interest in satellite communications 
expressed.  

These projects were made possible by the 
contributions of the membership. If you have a 
project you would like to see implemented or a 
suggestion for a meeting subject, the March 
membership meeting will be your opportunity 
to speak up. The full meeting will be dedicated 
to a discussion of what we should be up to and 
how we can accomplish those goals. Plan on 
coming out and adding your input. 

73,  Harry WA3FFK 
   

Coming Events 
 
SPARC programs for 2013 
 
 Tuesday 24 December 2013 The December 
SPARC membership has been cancelled.  Hope 
everyone can make it through the snow on 
Tuesday, 28 January 2014 at the Rapho Twp. 
Municipal Bldg. 

Tuesday 25 February 2014 7:00PM in the 
Fellowship Hall at Brethren Village. The 
program will be presented by Jim Ibaugh, 
AA3C. Jim is a resident of the village. If you 
read this newsletter you have surely read some 
of Jim's work.   More details next month. 
 
Monthly Breakfast 
 
The second Saturday at 0800 of every month 
is a SPARC breakfast at Gus's Keystone 
Restaurant,  1050 W. Main St, Mt Joy, PA.  
Contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, for more 
details.  Everyone interested in Amateur Radio 
is invited to attend.  See 
http://guskeystone.com/  for restaurant details. 
 

Other Events 

 Experimenter to Honor Early Wireless 
Pioneers with Longwave Transmissions 

Reginald Aubrey Fessenden 

As he has over the past several years, Brian 
Justin, WA1ZMS/4 -- as experimental station 
WG2XFQ -- will transmit voice and music on 
486 kHz on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
and again on New Year's Eve and New Year's 
Day. Transmissions will begin at 0001 UTC 
and end at 2359 UTC. Justin, who may be 
better known for his microwave exploits on 
ham radio, will use an AM audio loop 
modulating his vintage-style, homebrew 
transmitter to honor Reginald Fessenden's 
Christmas Eve 1906 AM voice transmission. 

WA1ZMS constructed his MOPA transmitter 
from 1920s-vintage components.   

"While his original transmissions used a set of 
carbon microphones in the antenna lead to 
modulate the signal," Justin explained, 
"WG2XFQ will be utilizing true Heising 
modulation in honor of Raymond Heising, who 
developed this early form of amplitude 
modulation during World War I. 
Justin constructed his 5 W master oscillator 
power amplifier (MOPA) transmitter using 
1920s-vintage components. He said a modern 
500 W FET linear amplifier allows him to meet 
his WG2XFQ ERP limit of 20 W. An RF 
engineer, Justin collects pre-1920 wireless gear 
and has a World War I Heising-modulated 
aircraft transmitter he's planning to restore. 
Justin was an active participant in the ARRL's 
WD2XSH 600 meter experimental project. 

Thanks to Bob Raker, W0BR, and John 
Jaminet, W3HMS, for forwarding this 
information. 

 

mailto:gerry.wagner@comcast.net�
http://guskeystone.com/�
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Editor’s Notes 
 
Digging into the history of Amateur Radio is 
always interesting to me.  Last month we 
reported the probable Amateur Radio support 
during the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 
1941.  That reminded me of a verbal report 
from Art Jacoby, W3OY, about his support for 
the U.S. Navy during WWII.  Art was asked to 
monitor and report transmissions from German 
U-boats operating off the east coast.  I don’t 
recall all the details, but he mailed his copy in 
on a regular basis, but if he copied certain 
things, he was to call in a report immediately. 
 
Most of the U-boat traffic was encoded, but 
there was an unencoded preamble to each 
message.  Does anyone remember more details 
on Art’s activity on this? 
 
Art Jacoby was a long time secretary of the 
Lancaster Radio Transmitting Society.  Does 
anyone have back copies of the Spritzer?  
Perhaps Art placed an after action report there.     
 

 

Spritzer copy from W3OLV records 
 
On the topic of encryption in WWII, the use of 
the Enigma machine is well known.  The later 
models will do a very credible encryption job 
today.  A working Enigma machine is very 
expensive.  Tom Perera, W1TP, is an expert on 
Enigma machines and telegraph keys.  See his 
web site for more information.  
 
73,  George, W3FEY   

 

Six Meter DX Report 
19 December 2013 
 
    I wish there was something encouraging to 
write about.  Outside of some single hop 
Sporadic E to Florida, Canada and the Midwest 
in the past few days, and the meteor activity 
during the November Leonids and December 
Geminids meteor showers, there has been 
virtually no 50MHz propagation to this area.  
To say that this cycle has been a bust is an 
understatement.  One exception occurred on the 
evening of December 7th when Bob ZL1RS 
(RF64) did work into the Midwestern US and 
was called by Rusty, K1BIX.  Rusty was 
operating from the Cornwall Ranger Cabin and 
heard Bob very well.  Unfortunately Rusty's 
100 watts was not enough to break through the 
pileup.   
     Other areas of the US have enjoyed some 
occasional interesting propagation as well.  On 
the evenings of December 5th and December 
10th (local time), stations in New England did 
hear and work South American stations.  I've 
attached a screen shot of the ON4KST 
propagation map for the evening of December 
11th (December 10th local time) to show the 
unusual propagation. 

http://w1tp.com/�
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ON4KST /Dec. 11 propagation to NE U.S. 
     Other notable contacts occurred in early 
December when ZL1RS worked YS1AG and 
TI/N5BEK in Central America, and PJ4NK and 
9Y4D in the Caribbean.  Bob also worked into 
the Canary Islands on several evenings.  
Stations Bob worked included EA8BK and 
EA8DBM.  These QSOs are remarkable for 
their distance, which is over 15,000km. The 
propagation seems to peak in the late morning 
at ZL, and as the ON4KST propagation map for 
December 1st shows, it roughly follows the 
geomagnetic equator.   

 
ON4KST Dec. 1st propagation  N. America.  See page 11 
of this newsletter for a larger scale map. 
 
     We are getting to the winter solstice, and the 
winter sporadic E season in the Northern 
hemisphere should be peaking.  It may be 

worthwhile to look towards the South Pacific in 
the evenings from about 22:00z to 01:00z.  It is 
unlikely that there will be any strong openings 
but there is always the possibility of an Es to 
TEP link.  The Quadrantids meteor shower, 
which is supposed to peak on January 3rd  may 
provide the opportunity to work some meteor 
scatter on the band. 
 

 
ON4KST Es activity 20 Dec. 2013 
 
     I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year.   
 
73,  Chris W3CMP  
 
 
P.S. I have a like new M2 6 meter KW solid 
state amplifier for sale.  It is the model 6M-
1000.   It is rated at one KW output with 
about 80 watts drive. Size: 6.75"W x 
5.25"H x 12"L. Wt: 12 lbs. Amp comes with 
schematic and manual.  If anyone is 
interested they can contact me. 
 
73 Chris W3CMP 

 

http://www.on4kst.com/index.php�
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ARES/RACES 
 

 
 

As part of the SPARC commitment to emergency 
communications, the SPARC repeater system is 
maintained as available for linking with other area 
repeaters. 

Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours local time on the 
145.310  MHz  repeater in Rawlinsville. 

The Lancaster County primary ARES/RACES repeater  
is on 145.310 MHz with minus offset and 118.8 PL. 

 
Combined York County Amateur and ARES/RACES 

NET  convenes at 8:30 PM (2030)  Mondays on 146.97. 
 
Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at 3993.5 kHz 

LSB on all Sundays except holidays. 
The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the month at 

0800 hours local time.  
The Central Area (including Lancaster County) net is 

at 08:30 local time. 
 
EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local 

EST, 
     3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz, 
     Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net 

 

SPARC Nets 
SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100 local time 

on 145.230 MHz minus offset and a PL of 118.8.   The 
449.975MHz repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the 
net. 

 
Club Officers 
President Harry Bauder – WA3FFK 
Vice-President Kevin Lampo –  K3LLC  
Secretary - Dave Sarraf. – N3NDJ 
Treasurer - Mike Hess– KB3YWG 
Repeater Trustee -  Dave Payne - N3LOM   

 

Nearby Nets of Local Interest 
 
If you need additional information on access 
tones etc. see http://arcc-inc.org/arc-fdbas.html 
 Usually, the referenced web sites below will 
provide all the information needed. 
 
Monday Ephrata Area Repeater Society Net 
9:00 PM on 145.450MHz.  
 
Tuesday Digital Net  
 8:00 PM on the York 146.97 Repeater --  
This is a busy digital data training net for 
beginners and advanced users.  The primary 
mode used is MT63-2k.  Other experimental 
modes are also used. See 
http://www.w3hzu.com/  
 
Wednesday Red Rose Repeater Association 
Net 
9:00 PM on 147.015MHz 
 
Thursday Lancaster Radio Transmitting 
Society Net 
9:00 PM on 145.390MHz 
 
Sunday Info Net   
On the N3TUQ 900MHz repeater:  8:30PM 
Output: 927.5875MHz Input: 902.5875MHz 
(-25MHz) PL 114.8Hz.  
 
The N3TUQ 900MHz repeater is located on the 
LVSRA tower on Cornwall Mountain. 
 
Net control: Bob Howard,  KB3QAQ 
 
For more information visit 
http://www.n3tuq.com/repeater.aspx 

PACKRAT MONDAY NIGHT NETS 
Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: 
http://packratvhf.com/airtimes.htm for the latest 
information on VHF/UHF nets. 

 

mailto:harrybauder@comcast.net�
mailto:klampo@gmail.com�
mailto:david.sarraf@paonline.com�
mailto:brigand@iwon.com�
mailto:n3lom@juno.com�
http://arcc-inc.org/arc-fdbas.html�
http://www.denverradio.com/Club.html�
http://www.w3hzu.com/�
http://w3rrr.org/aboutus.html�
http://w3rrr.org/aboutus.html�
http://lrts.org/�
http://lrts.org/�
http://lvsra.org/lvsra/repeaters.aspx�
http://www.howardstudios.com/index2.html�
http://www.n3tuq.com/repeater.aspx�
http://packratvhf.com/airtimes.htm�
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Posted By: egroups_n3sw egroups_n3sw   
Two EPA Nets Now Accessible via Echolink       

        Mon Aug 27, 2012 11:40 pm  
<>The EPA AA3RG and Echolink Traffic Net 
(EAETN)  has been accessible since its 
inception via Echolink at node AA3RG-R 
(#149493).  See the group Calendar for more 
information. [Thursday  8:00PM] 
<>Now the Capital Area Traffic Net (CATN) is  
also accessible via Echolink at node 
N3TWT-R (#743026). See the group Calendar 
for more information. All (licensed hams)  are 
welcome to join in on these nets. 
73 -Scott N3SW EPA STM- 
 

<>AA3C note: To visit our group on the web, 
go to NTS-EPA Group web site:   
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa/ 
Both nets will utilize the 146.640(tx-) MHz. 
Transmit access tone: 82.5 Hz.  
AA3RG Repeater. http://www.aa3rg.org/  

 
 

QRZ News Publication 
QRZ News is published monthly.   The deadline for  
submission of items for publication  is 10 days before the 
regular membership meeting on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month.   If a large amount of editing is required, 
earlier submission is required. 
 
We operate on an exchange basis with other non-
commercial publications.  Articles printed in QRZ News  
may be reprinted in a not for profit publication provided 
proper credit is given 
 
QRZ  News is archived at   http://www.k3ir.org/  

 
 
 

 
  N3CXY & AA3C's 1983 Safari to California – Part Two

Isle de Santa Catalina 
. 

miniDXpedition 
By Sharon G. Ibaugh, N3CXY 

                 & James L. Ibaugh, AA3C 
 
     After our adventure in the High Sierra 
Nevada, we unanimously decided to lay low, 
head for the coast again and start the last week 
of our July 1983 vacation in Monterey Bay.  
We worked the Icom IC-25A 25W 2 meter 
mobile radio with a 5/8th  wave mag mount 
antenna on roof of our rental Ford.  Only the  
“Shotgun”  rider  was allowed to be the control 
operator while vehicle is in motion, that was 
our #1 unanimously declared ARO crew rules.                 
Icom IC-25E  Below: 

    
 The IC-25A was easy to operate and program. 
Our unit served well in road mobile and in our 
O'Day23.5 sailboat for nautical mobile.   

Icom IC-25E (Europe)  IC-25A (America) 

       N3CXY and I covered a lot of the east 
coast with the IC-25A and HR-2510 mobile 
setup. We were able to transport a 5/8th wave  
2 meter antenna and radio through airport 
security both ways with absolutely no 
problems. After we considered the size of a 10 
meter  antenna too big, we decided to 
concentrate on only 2 meter band and safe 
operation all the way to Monterey Bay. 

http://www.aa3rg.org/�
http://www.k3ir.org/�
http://www.qrz.com/db/n3cxy�
http://www.qrz.com/db/aa3c�
http://www.google.com/images?q=monterey+bay+california&rls�
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We stopped at Monterey Bay and visited the 
infamous  Spanish Beach of  Monterey   

(a.k.a. Pebble Beach)  where bikinis are the 
smallest  in the world. It was July and the beach 
was occupied with young people that looked so 
healthy. They didn't like SLR cameras with big 
lenses.  We both had our HT's with us and we 
were monitoring the repeater on Mount 
Tamalpais.   Just northwest of  San Francisco's 
Golden Gate is Mount Tamalpais.  It has 
redwood groves and oak woodlands with a 
spectacular view from the 2,571-foot peak. I've 
been there in 1966 and the view is spectacular.  
The kids left us alone, I think they thought we 
were civil establishment. We moved on south 
to Carmel-by-the-sea.  Right close to the center 
of Carmel, we found a little mom & pop motel, 
little cabins, each with its own bathroom. Quite 
nice, it was quite reasonable for Carmel. 
    Meal time and we saddled up the Fairmont 
and moseyed up town. Found we were only 
three blocks from Carmel's restaurant row, we 
could have walked.  I saw a car trying to pull 
out of a parking space.  I made  a hand signal to 
the driver, it's OK to pull out, I'll take your 
space. No trouble parking, the space was way 
longer than normal. I helped Sharon out of the 
Ford and she asked me if I noticed anything 
strange about the line of cars in which we 
parked.  I stepped back and looked up and 
down the line of cars; a Mercedes Limo, 
a Rolls Royce Phantom, a Ford Fairmont 
(ours), a Bentley, a Lamborghini, and another 
Rolls Royce. I got her point, that this might be 
a very expensive evening meal.  It was. That's 

Carmel-by-the-sea! While we were eating our 
meal, a tall thin man with brown hair walked 
past our table on his way to his in the reserved 
section. I thought he looked vaguely familiar 
but I really wasn't sure.   Later that night we 
were watching TV and I saw the same thin man  
in the movie. His name was  Clint Eastwood, 
“Go ahead, make my day”, soon to be the 
mayor of Carmel-by-the-sea. 
 
       The very first Europeans to see this land 
were Spanish mariners in 1542, who sailed up 
the California coast without landing. Another 
sixty years passed before another Spanish 
explorer  and  Carmelite  Friar  Sebastian 
Vizcaino discovered for Spain what is now 
known as Carmel Valley in 1602, which he 
named for his patron saint, Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. 

 
The shop hopping was very artsy and craftsy 
with  heavy emphasis on painting, carving and 
pricing. There was the little carved O'Day 
Sloop but the Brigadear said NO!  Not one 
electronics shop in town.  Our two days and 
nights in Carmel-By-The-Sea was just the tonic 
we needed. We headed south on the Pacific 
Coast Highway and scanning 2m all the way.  
The scan caught several repeaters from the LA 
area.    One repeater had a recorded voice ID 
done by Dick Van Dyke. The locals told us 

http://www.takemytrip.com/10cali/08n_14a.htm�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmel-by-the-Sea,_California�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clint_Eastwood�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmel-by-the-Sea,_California#Famous_residents�
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there is a north-south bidirectional enhanced 
propagation along the coast on VHF and UHF. 
       The name "Big Sur" is derived from the 
original Spanish-language "el país grande del 
sur" meaning "the big country of the south".  
 “El  País Grande” lived up to it's name.  We 
headed down the coast to San Simeon  and the 
"Hearst San Simeon State Historical 
Monument", "La Cuesta Encantada",  the 
Hearst Castle. Not one radio or TV antenna to 
be seen on the castle. 
    Road traffic was heavy through Pismo Beach  
and Vandenberg AFB areas (very active 
gateway AF MARS station, worked them from 
AK1AP on Fire Island, Alaska.).  
     Our next layover was in Santa Barbara on 
Rt#1 coast highway. Then down through  
Ventura, Oxnard, past Point Mugu Naval Air 
Station (a lot of ham activity) and a stop for an 
afternoon on the beach at Malibu (more tiny 
bikinis).  After that came Pacific Palisades, 
Santa Monica, Marina del Rey and into Los 
Angeles proper.  We stayed in Long Beach and 
visited the H.Hughes's Spruce Goose 
Howard Hughes,W5CY(sk),  designed the 
Spruce Goose.   In 1947 it was the largest 
transport plane in the world. It was called the 
“darn big” Flying Boat by some. It was located 
in Long Beach, CA 1982 – 1998. While we 
were in the neighborhood, a visit to Her Royal 
Majesty, RMS Queen Mary  of  Long Beach, 
California, “wireless” room W6RO.  We heard 
the 2m traffic from the Queen Mary's wireless 
(ham) radio room W6RO. 
N3CXY & AA3C were guest ops of W6RO! 
Queen Mary call in frequencies are 145.520 
MHz simplex or 449.780 -- offset ( PL 131.8 ) 
K6CHE  repeater on Signal Hill. ARALB 
Manages W6RO Club Station aboard the 
 Ocean Liner Queen Mary. 

  N3CXY & AA3C were guest ops of W6RO! 
        N3CXY/6 & AA3C/6, both were mobile, 
worked W6RO and since the ship is still legally 
in the water, it could be considered nautical 
mobile. I do know they still stand watch on 
145.520MHz (146.520MHz is too busy in LA). 
       Next morning early we showed up at the 
San Pedro Maritime Depot where we bought 
round trip tickets to Avalon Harbor on Isle de 
Santa Catalina. We have been hearing the 2m  
Avalon repeater since we were up the coast, 
north of Malibu. It had a nautical bell sound for 
a courtesy beep. The Avalon Repeater was (in 
1983) located on the highest point,  2097 ft 
(~639 m)  Mt. Orizaba. 

 

THE FOUR PREPS lyrics - “26 Miles” (Santa 
Catalina)  (by Glen Larson and Bruce Belland) 
       “Twenty-six miles across the sea, 
        Santa Catalina is a-waitin' for me, 
        Santa Catalina, the island of romance, 
        Romance, romance, romance....  ..” 
 

        The trip out to Avalon was in the bright 
California sun, however, there was a squall 
came through the channel islands the night 
before and left a 8 to 10ft swell running into 
our starboard fore quarter which made the ferry 
(single hull) pitch and roll enough that the 
snack bar ran out of Dramamine (anti sea sick) 
tablets. They ran low of tablets before we left 
the San Pedro dock. We were both used to the 
pitch and roll of our sloop. We both QSO'ed  
W6RO from the ferry's top deck before we left 
the LA harbor.  Sales of pizza and beer almost 
stopped. So Shari and I went indoors and 
ordered a medium pizza and 2 one liter bottles 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Sur�
http://www.hearstcastle.org/�
http://www.hearstcastle.org/�
http://www.mine-engineer.com/photo/goose1.htm�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Queen_Mary�
http://www.aralb.org/�
http://www.mpicomputers.com/ham/queen/�
http://www.mpicomputers.com/ham/queen/�
http://www.catalinatours.net/�
http://www.catalinatours.net/�
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of Coke.   All three decks of the ferry had sea 
heads (rest room) and each had a long waiting 
line.  Shari and I finished our pizza and went up 
on the top observation deck to watch for whales 
and dolphins.  Third of the way to Avalon the 
swells became 10 to 12 ft and most of the 
passengers  on the top deck went below where 
it was warmer. When the ferry got in the lea of 
the isle, the swell calmed to about 6ft. About 10 
miles out I was able to QSO the Avalon 
repeater on my IC-2AT 3W HT with my 
telescoping 5/8th   wave antenna.   When we 
were about 5 miles out from Avalon Harbor,  I,  
AA3C/MM.R2,  QSO'ed  Shari, 
N3CXY/MM.R2, via the Santa Catalina Isle 
(Avalon) repeater on Mt. Orizaba. She was in 
the bow of the ferry and I  in the stern. City of 
Avalon upon Avalon Bay is an incredible 
place.  We stayed in Avalon until the last ferry 
left to return to San Pedro. I wanted to stay 
another day and was told you need room 
reservations before you leave LA.  Brigadear 
said absolutely NO  sleeping on Avalon 
beaches. Back to LA we sailed in the early 
evening. 
      Next stop was the San Diego Zoo.  We 
stayed until.... well, they kicked us out at 
closing time. 
      South to Mexico we go, amigo.  We talked 
to several local border town hams. They gave 
us a  “haga y no enumere” (list of do's and do 
not's) when visiting old (or new) Mexico. We 
stopped for the night in San Ysidro,

      We originally started in 1981 to plan our 
California vacation for July of 1984. In 1982  I 
received notice of a company sponsored tour to 
Europe and the 350th anniversary of the 

 San Diego 
County, California, a US border town. 

Passion Play of Christ in Oberammergau, 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen,  Bavaria, Germany 
would be in July, 1984. They do an extra 
passion play-year every 50 years. We couldn't 
pass that up, could we?   We unanimously 
decided to move our California trip up to July 
1983 and take the trip to Europe in July 1984. 
This was providential.  

     We arose on Wednesday morning early and 
readied for our bus trip across the border. The 
“haga y no enumere” list had #1-Leave car and 
contents locked up, North Of The Border 
(NOTB). #2- Leave all radio and other 
equipment locked up NOTB . #3- Keep your 
wallets and passports in your front pants 
pockets. #4- Use a truckers safety chain on 
your wallets. #5- Leave credit / debit cards, and 
check books locked up NOTB.  #6- Take only 
limited amount of cash in small bills. #7- Don't 
drink the water, take 1 liter bottles of 
Coke/Pepsi etc.  We were staying in a nice 
motel only blocks from the border in San 
Ysidro, San Diego County, California.  We 
caught the boarder transit bus across the street 
from the local McDonald's and headed for a 
day of shopping in Tijuana, Mexico. 
      It is easy to get lost in Tijuana because most 
of the streets don't have street signs. I asked 
one Mexican resident in my poor Spanish  
(learned in USAFI Spanish Survival Course), 
why there are few street name signs?  The 'TJ' 
resident laughed and said the signs were taken 
down by taxi drivers so gringos need a taxi to 
get un-lost.   We got lost in the warren of 
shopping malls that are most of Tijuana.  Even 
with a street map, it's difficult to use without  
street name signs.    Sighting locations of 
churches, which were marked with their names 
over their doors, we finally navigated our way 
back to the central Tijuana bus depot. It was 2 
PM and we wanted to bypass the crowded 
border crossing at business quitting time. To 
save the three hours wait at the border, we 
boarded a border bound beast of a border 
transit bus, a 1955 International Harvester bus.  
Belching as much smoke from the engine area 
as from the tail pipe, it is a wounder the driver 
could see enough to find the border.  The bus 
driver bypassed the official crossing , collected 
$1US from each passenger, drove down several 
alleys and drove through several private 
properties. The driver paid $10US and a chain 
link  fence section was moved....  .. We were 
then on a back alley in the south end of  San 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avalon,_California�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avalon,_California�
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberammergau�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tijuana�


10 
 

Ysidro, San Diego County, California, USA, 
alive!    It was only 3PM, so we decided to 
celebrate and eat out. The bus driver dropped 
us off at our motel and we picked up our HT's 
and walked up the street to the San Ysidro 
McDonald's

      If the name  

, it was 3:30PM. We had a chicken 
sandwich, fries and a soft drink  each. We sat 
there for almost two hours discussing what we 
were going to do with last four days of our 
1983  Californian vacation.  Little did we 
know. 

San Ysidro McDonald's  
sounds familiar, it became infamous  on 
Wednesday, July 18, 1984, at 3:30PM when an 
insane man murdered 21 and injured 19 more 
people with a machine gun. His name was:  
James  Oliver   Huber .      It was one year 
after, to that day, hour and minute (Wed. 
July 20th,1983) that we had sat in the same 
front row of seats where the horrible 
massacre, mass murder shot all the 
customers and workers in the  San Ysidro 
McDonald's in 1984
 

. 

    If we had not changed our plans to attend the    
   Passion Play of Christ in Oberammergau  
in 1984 and make our California trip in 1983, 
we could have perished in the massacre.  We 
were in Bavaria in 1984, when the massacre 
occurred.  I heard on German TV news that a 
mass murder occurred  in the California-
Mexico border town of   “Santa Youseedro”.  I 
heard later on the BBC that it was just north of 
Tijuana, Mexico. We knew the 1984 trip to 
the Passion Play of Christ saved us from the 
 San Ysidro massacre
 

! 

  SAN YSIDRO  MASSACRE  MONUMENT 
 

      We spent a day boating on Dan Diego Bay 
and then prepared for our Friday morning trip 
from LAX to PHL and home. Arrived home by 
late Friday night and slept for one full day.  
 

      I asked Shari if everyone's vacations were 
this exciting and challenging. She thought and 

then answered, “Only if they are ham 
radio operators
 

”. 

                          73's   &   TNX 

              Jim    &   Shari                             
                     AA3C   &    N3CXY 
    AA3C@ARRL.NET         
N3CXY@ARRL.NET 

 
 
Errata: In the “First Wartime Use of Radar” in 
the November issue of QRZ News article, there 
is an error on pg. 14 as to the location of the 
RCA Labs before 1942.  The RCA labs were 
located in Camden, NJ when the SCR-268 and 
SCR-270, SCR-271 receivers were developed. 

 
Floyd Jury and the whole antenna model 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Ysidro_McDonald's_massacre�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberammergau�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/San_Ysidro_-_Massacre_Site_Monument.jpg�
http://www.qrz.com/db/aa3c/�
http://www.qrz.com/db/n3cxy/�
mailto:AA3C@ARRL.NET�
mailto:N3CXY@ARRL.NET�
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Six Meter DX Report continued: 

 
ON4KST Dec. 1st propagation map 

 

Remote Control Amateur Radio Station 
By Jon Rudy, K3QF 

 
This article is an adaptation of the presentation I gave to SPARC meeting on 26 Nov 2013. I have been 
playing around with remote ham radio setups for more than a year. At the club presentation I gave a 
PowerPoint overview and later demonstrated my own solar powered remote station sitting in my 
basement in Manheim.  
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In the diagram above from the ARRL, you can see important the terminology...the client is the 
computer used to talk to the Host computer which is connected to the remote radio.  
 
SPARC already has all the necessary pieces to get a simple dedicated remote 20 meter PSK station on 
the air and offered to members in a minimum amount of time. The old TS440 could be parked 
permanently on 14.070, connected to a dedicated 20 meter antenna and connected to the host computer 
via audio only (mic and speaker connections using VOX to TX). Member would connect via their 
home client computer and operate a PSK station situated at the SPARC club shack.  
 
Advantages for using remote ham radio stations are many. Sometimes homeowners or renters have 
very limited restrictions on what antennas they are able to install, be it from housing covenants, space 
restrictions or the limited budgets. Remote stations may also allow the financially constrained ham 
operator access to better equipment than he/she may be able to afford. 
Remote ham stations are portable. Anywhere the ham can take a computer and 
has an internet connection, access to the remote station is possible. Lastly, with 

the proliferation cheap electronics, the remote station can be set up away from all the 
calliope of RF interference generated by sub standard electronics.   
 

For the very simplest remote station (no expensive non-computer, dedicated 
internet connectivity boxes like the RemoteRig), one needs to consider both 
hardware and software.  
 

http://www.remoterig.com/wp/?page_id=20oterig.com/wp/?page_id=20�
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The minimum necessary pieces of hardware include two computers with internet access, a radio 
connected to antenna and some kind of audio interface. More advanced hardware includes remote 
antenna rotator control, remote power and antenna switching.  
 
The software considerations include some kind of remote desktop software (I recommend Chrome 
Remote Desktop), rig control software, program software if using PSK or other digital modes and 
some kind of audio pass through software (I recommend SKYPE) if using SSB. More advanced 
software includes all radio parameters control, logging, power, and antenna and rotator control 
software.  
 

Radio: Yaesu FT 857D with LDG autotuner 
My current hardware setup is as follows: 

Antenna: Optibeam OB3-6m 
Computer: Dell D600 (Pentium M, 1.7Ghz running Win XP pro)  
Sound Card: SignaLink USB 
Rotator control box: ERC-M Rotator Control (see pix below) 
 

Remote Desktop: Chrome Remote Desktop  
My current software setup is as follows: 

Audio: SKYPE configured to auto answer using SignaLink codec in audio settings 
Ham software: N1MM with FLDIGI running in the digital window which provides  
                            radio control, logging and PSK TX/RX mode 
Rotator: ERC-M software that came with the USB hardware box.  
 

1. The use of Chrome and Chrome Remote Desktop has advantages over other remote desktop 
software I have tried. These induce: 

Some things I have learned from playing with remote stations.  

 
• Low software latency 
• Chrome Remote Desktop is lightweight meaning it can run on older computers 
• Chrome Remote Desktop is free 
• Can set up club Gmail account specifically for remote and share with club members 
• Chrome allows for multiple non- simultaneous users 

 
2. SKYPE is the best free audio pass through software but has to be loaded and started apart from the 

remote desktop software. It is important to remember: 
 

• To use auto answer when dialing into the host computer 
• To use the SignaLink audio codec as the audio source for TX/RX 
• To set the host computer microphone to mute lest the host mic pick up ambient noise and key 

the transmitter.  
• To use SKYPE video to have an actual picture of the radio front panel to see visually 

frequency and TX/RX state.  
 
3. Anything you could do on the host computer, sitting in front of it, you can do on the remote 

computer once you are logged in via remote desktop. This includes loading new software, changing 

http://schmidt-alba.de/eshop/index.php?cPath=1�
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hardware settings and even rebooting. Remember that rebooting the host computer will kick the 
client computer off the remote connection but will show up again on the remote software list of 
computers once the host has fully rebooted. One must ensure that chrome remote desktop software 
is enabled on boot. 

 
4. It is best to do the initial host computer remote setup with the client computer sitting next to it. 

Subsequent client computer setups will be simpler if this is done.   
 
5. Switching modes via remote control is an exercise in frustration. Software settings tend to need to be 

reconfigured and may inadvertently confound the next user making the whole remote unusable. 
CW, ironically, is the most difficult mode to implement via remote. Simple is best…at least to begin 
with.   
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