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President’s Message
An Introduction
This is my first message as the new president of
SPARC. I’m not much of a writer, but will do
my best and try to get better each month.
Since I don’t personally know most of you, I
thought I would take this opportunity to
introduce myself and tell you a little about my
history in this great hobby of ours. I was first
licensed in 1975 at the age of 14. Things were a
lot different back then, or so it seems. As I
remember my Novice days, it was a challenge
just to make a contact with 75 watts, 50 khz
and a straight key. But those were some of my
best times in radio. As I got older, late teens,
20s a family and kids, I drifted away from
operating for a while. Every couple of years I
would have a short period of getting back into
the hobby, only to be distracted by life again. I
never lost interest, tried to stay up on the
technology and dreamed of getting a great
station back together. When I hit my 30’s I was
back.

became the best place to buy almost anything.
Around that time, I was an active member of
the Columbia Amateur Radio Club. I met some
great people and had a lot of fun with the club.
I got my Extra Class license and played with all
the new technologies in ham radio. Things
changed with the club and I got bored and went
back to being a lone ham.
Fast forward 15 or 20 years and I’ve been
continually active in the hobby for quite a few
years. I work mostly HF now. I chase DX and
work an occasional contest. My favorite part of
the hobby is building, fixing and testing. I’ve
built a few QRP rigs and always have at least 3
projects going on the bench. I’ve got a real
desire to learn more on the technical side and
I’ve found that hands on is the best way. Most
Saturdays you can find me in the yard, slingshot in hand hoisting up another antenna
experiment.

Along came computers. I took an interest in the
digital world and found ways to tie the 2
interests together. I ended up making a living in
computers for 10 or 12 yrs. A segment of that
time included traveling to hamfests around the
country every weekend and selling computer
products. That was a lot of fun for about 3
years. But the market changed as the internet
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I have some personal goals for the club. I’d like
to use this opportunity to try to make things
better for all of us. Under the previous
leadership I’ve watched some great projects
come a long way quickly. I hope that we can
continue to move ahead quickly and I will do
anything I can to lead us in that direction. I
notice that I’ve only met about 10% of the
member ship. The roster shows a membership
of about 70 people, but the membership
meetings always seem to have only 10-12
attendees. I hope to find ways to attract our
current membership to be more active in the
club. We’ve got a great site and the new
building is going to be the envy of all the clubs
in the area. And most important, we are going
to have some fun! I’m hoping for some input
from all the members. What would you like to
see the club do? What kind of activities would
bring you to participate? Give me a call or
shoot me an email. I’d really love to hear from
you. Good or bad.

https://www.amazon.com/SainSmart-1Hz50MHz-Crystal-OscillatorFrequency/dp/B00U29OHP8

Lastly I’d like to thank all of you for giving me
this opportunity. Although I was quite
apprehensive at first, it’s sinking in and I’m
excited! Hope to see you all soon.
73 Mark Walton K3MRK

DIY Night
The most recent DIY night was hosted by Larry
Laughman at his house on January 31st. Gerry
and his crew completed the latest kit, a
Capacitance Meter. Rumor has it that all of the
builders completed their kits and they all
worked. Now they can start checking through
those bags of hamfest caps that were gotten for
a price too good to pass up. The crew already
has another kit picked out – a crystal oscillator
and 5-digit 1Hz-50MHz frequency counter. A
link to the seller on Amazon follows.

Site News
Thanks to the hard work of many people the
building is nearly complete. A small wiring
closet was built around the circuit breaker panel
at the front of the building. All of the drywall
was sanded, sponged clean then painted.
Window trim has been cut and stained, but not
yet hung. Vapor barrier has been installed
under the ceiling insulation, and the ceiling
fans and projector have been installed. This
past weekend a crew led by Tom Hartranft
hung the tracks for the suspended ceiling and
are ready to install the tiles.

To get in on the group buy for that next DIY
project, contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ at
gerry.wagner@comcast.net
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French President. “My voice was at the French
President’s desk” JR said in wonder.

Haiti Trip
By Harry Bauder , N3FMO

Two French Air Force transports were
immediately dispatched, each on carrying a self
-contained field hospital.

An Evening with Jean-Robert GILLIARD
(That is how he prints his name)

The next day the two transports arrived but
were deigned landing permission by US
Marines who had been dispatched to “secure
the airport”. After several hours of fruitless
negotiations and with nightfall approaching the
transports landed in the Dominican Republic.
Permission came down after midnight for the
French to land, but with no power at the airport
and no NAV aids available the crews had to
wait for first light.

Recently I accompanied Dale Long, N3BNA
and two non hams to Haiti with the goal of
replacing a deficient tower and relocating the
studio at Beraka Church in Jacmel, Haiti.
After the radio station project was complete,
Dale and I spent a
couple days with JeanRobert, HH2JR at his
home outside Port au
Prince.

Later that day Jean-Robert again contacted
14.300 to give an update and asked if anyone
realized how many people died while US
officials were weighing permission to land.
That did not sit well with some officials but it
was a valid question.

On evening while Dale
played radio JR and I
sat on the front porch
and
discussed
the
political situation in
Haiti.
The conversation drifted to the
earthquake of January 12, 2010.

Both the Haitian and French governments still
harbor ill feelings toward the US.
Jean-Robert is an amazing person and I
thoroughly enjoyed my time visiting with him.
He sustained heavy losses in the earthquake.
JR and his brother Phillip own a
Pharmaceutical Company which was heavily
damaged by the quake. When they filed an
insurance claim they learned that their
insurance company never paid the reinsurer, so
they had no insurance. JR and Phillip refused
to give up and they managed to pay off their
debts and still operating out of Jean-Robert’s
home.

Another prominent ham in Haiti, Father John
HH2JH, contacted the US through the Maritime
Mobile Net on 14.300. He reported the
earthquake but the orphanage he ran was
outside of Port au Prince and damage was
minor with no injuries. But downtown Port au
Prince was leveled.
Jean- Robert managed to put together a 5 watt
station and also managed to contact operators
on 14.300 reporting the situation.
He learned later that while he was describing
the situation to net control a ham in France was
monitoring. Not wanting to cause interference
the French ham did not respond but did contact
a fellow ham at the Ministry of Defense who in
turn patched the conversation through to the

Here are some pictures of the home. While
visiting I did get a chance to operate from his
station but that experience pales in comparison
to spending some time with a real Hero and a
Haitian Patriot.
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greater rate of material flowing out translates to
a higher probability of geomagnetic storms
(40% as of February 28th ) and more frequent
displays of the Northern Lights through
February-March.

Coming Events
Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting will be held on
Tuesday February 28th. Harry Bauder will be
showing photos from his trip to Haiti helping to
repair a broadcast station after a recent
hurricane. We look forward to seeing you!

License Upgrade Class
Several people have contacted me saying that
they are interested in upgrading from
Technician to General Class. I will be starting
a general class starting in mid to late February.
Actual starting date and location are yet to be
determined. Meeting options are Wednesday
or Friday evenings or Saturday morning. Let
me know what works best for you.

SPARC Breakfast
The second Saturday of every month at 0800 is
a SPARC breakfast at Gus's Keystone
Restaurant, 1050 W. Main St, Mt Joy, PA.
Contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, for more
details. Everyone interested in Amateur Radio
is
invited
to
attend.
See
http://guskeystone.com/ for restaurant details.

Class will use the Gordon West General Class
Manual as a text. SPARC will supply the
books. Format of the class will be as follows:

Astronomy / Earth Science

We will meet and discuss a section of the text.
You will be given a reading assignment. The
next class we will answer your questions and
provide some hands on demonstrations. After a
few weeks we will start taking practice tests
using QRZ.

Venus continues to be a very bright fixture in
the western sky through deep evening.
Mars is just east of Venus through midevening.
An Annular Solar Eclipse will occur on
February 26th. The moon is not quite large
enough to fully obscure the sun, so you see a
‘ring of fire’ at totality. Unfortunately this
eclipse will be visible only in the Southern
hemisphere.

If you are interested please contact me at
harrybauder@comcast.net or phone 717-9447235.
Harry, N3FMO

The Moon approaches Venus and Mars on
Tuesday evening February 28th.
Full Moon occurs on March 12th.
The Spring Equinox is on March 20. Warm
weather will surely be just around the corner as
the sun continues to strengthen and days grow
longer.
Spaceweather.com reports that a large gash has
opened in the Sun’s atmosphere. The much
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Club Officers
President - Kevin Lampo – K3LLC
Vice President - Scott Lithgow – KN3A
Secretary - Peg Hamm –KB3SCA
Treasurer - David St. Pierre - AB3VJ
Repeater Trustee - Dave Payne - N3LOM

ARES/RACES

Membership Info Update Request
Please send all changes of address, email, and
ham status to Gerry Wagner at 1309 Willow
Creek Drive, Mount Joy, PA 17552
email: Gerry.Wagner@ComCast.Net
cell 717-344-1427
home phone=717-653-0659 (Fax Opt);

As part of the SPARC commitment to
emergency communications, the SPARC
repeater system is maintained as available for
linking with other area repeaters.
Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held on
the first Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours
local time on the 145.310 MHz repeater in
Rawlinsville.

Thanks! Gerry Wagner KB3SSZ

The Lancaster County primary ARES/RACES
repeater is on 145.310 MHz with minus offset
and 118.8 PL.

If you need information on access tones etc, the
referenced web sites below will usually provide
the information needed. For more information,
see http://arcc-inc.org/arc-fdbas.html

Nearby Nets of Local Interest

Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at
3993.5 kHz LSB on all Sundays except
holidays.

Monday Ephrata Area Repeater Society
Lancaster County Two Meter Emergency
Net 9:00 PM on the 145.450MHz repeater.

The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the
month at 0800 hours local time.

(Ed Note: The EARS web site no longer exists. The
Monday night net is still in operation .)

The Central Area (including Lancaster County)
net is at 08:30 local time.

MondayKeystone VHF Club Combined Club
&
ARES/RACES
Net
8:30PM
on
146.970MHz.

EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local EST,
3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz,
Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net

Monday South Mountain Radio Amateurs

SPARC Nets

SMRA Club Net9:00PM on 145.430MHz

SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100
local time on 145.230 MHz minus offset and
PL of 118.8Hz. The 449.975MHz PL of 114.8
Hz repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the
net.

YORK NETS - Summer TUESDAY
DIGITAL NET is on Summer Hiatus

Feel free to use this time for informal
practice amongst yourselves
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comments. Traffic manager is WA3QPX. Net
could use more checkins from EPA as we
normally only get one checkin from EPA and
sometimes none. This is where the Fone traffic
for EPA net normally comes from. Any
questions I will be on 3.917 at 4:00 PM.
73 , Paul, WA3QPX

8:00 PM on 146.97 MHz repeater , PL
123.0 HZ
----------------------------------------

ELMER NET will continue
at 9 PM on the 146.97 MHZ
repeater, PL 123.0 HZ
this NET is for newer HAMs and anyone
else who may have
questions, or wish to discuss projects.
Morse Code Net Tuesday, 2000 local time
(8:00p). SMRA repeater 145.430- (67.0 Hz)
with alternate frequency of 146.460+ (1,000
kHz offset, tone 67.0 Hz)

Two EPA Nets Now Accessible via Echolink
Posted By: egroups_n3sw egroups_n3sw
Mon Aug 27, 2012 11:40 pm
<>The EPA AA3RG and Echolink Traffic Net
(EAETN) has been accessible since its
inception via Echolink at node AA3RG-R
(#149493). See the group Calendar for more
information. [Thursday 8:00PM]
<>Now the Capital Area Traffic Net (CATN) is
also accessible via Echolink at node
N3TWT-R (#743026). See the group Calendar
for more information. All (licensed hams) are
welcome to join in on these nets.
73 -Scott N3SW EPA STM-

Wednesday York County SSB Net 7:45PM
on 50.135MHz. Informal net getting started.
Contact Steve Cruse, K3WHC, for more
information.
Wednesday Pottstown Area Amateur Radio
Club 8:30PM 50.130MHz Contact Leonard,
WV3P for more information.
Wednesday Red Rose Repeater Association
Net9:00PM on 147.015MHz.
Wednesday
146.97MHz.

QCWA

Net9:00PM

on

AA3C note: To visit our group on the web, go
to NTS-EPA Group web site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa/
Both nets will utilize the 146.640(tx-) MHz.
Transmit access tone: 82.5 Hz.
AA3RG Repeater.http://www.aa3rg.org/

Thursday Lancaster Radio Transmitting
Society Net9:00 PM on 145.390MHz
PACKRAT VHF/UHF NETS
Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at:
http://packratvhf.com/airtimes.htm for the latest
information on VHF/UHF nets.

QRZ News Publication

NTS Eastern Area Phone net

QRZ News is published monthly. The deadline
for submission of items for publication is 11
days before the regular membership meeting on
the fourth Tuesday of each month.
If the

3.917 at 4:00 PM daily for traffic going to
EPA, MDC, WPA and Maryland. We have a
callup, pass any traffic, after that a round of
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material is not copy and paste ready for
publication, more lead time is required.

For Sale by SPARC
SPARC has the following items for sale to
members or other interested Hams.

We operate on an exchange basis with other not
for profit publications. Articles printed in QRZ
News may be reprinted in a not for profit
publication provided proper credit is given.
QRZ News is archived at http://www.k3ir.org/

If you are building wire antennas we have a
large quantity of insulated wire from 14 gauge
to 18 gauge.
Contact Mark, or Harry, N3FMO
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