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March 2017 

President’s Message 
 
We had an easy Winter this year. The lack of 
snow or extreme cold has allowed many of us 
to do some of those things we had planned to 
start in the Spring. For the club, that meant we 
could make some real progress on the new 
clubhouse.  In just the last month, we were able 
to get the drywall hung and painted. Tom built 
a storage closet to keep some of the larger stuff 
out of sight. The drop ceiling is completed and 
most of the window and door trim is installed. 
The club is very fortunate to have the in-house 
talent that we do. Tom Hartranft is an 
experienced craftsman who did much of the 
work. Without his skill and knowledge, I’m 
sure we would not be where we are now with 
the project. Thanks to the young ladies, Linda 
and Connie, that helped with the painting as 
well as assisting with the other tasks that were 
completed. Thanks to the woodworking skills 
of Larry Laughman for the beautiful trim he 
made for the windows and doors. There was a 
lot of work done before I got involved. Thank 
You to all those that contributed. I’m not much 
of a craftsman, but I tried to lend an extra pair 
of hands. The best part was getting to spend 
some time with the other club members and 
making new friends. 
 
We are getting very close to completion. For 
those of you who haven’t seen the building, 
stop on up, I think you will be impressed. So 
far, I think the results have exceeded 
everyone’s expectations. For those that would 
like to join in, I will be there Saturday, March 

15 cleaning up in preparation for the operating 
benches installation the following week and 
finally the floor. The plan is to have the May 
meetings in the new building. If things go 
really well, we might be having the April 
meeting there. 
 
In our clubhouse conversations, there has been 
some great brainstorming. I’ve heard some 
great ideas for the future of the club. We are 
going to have a busy schedule if we can bring 
these ideas to fruition. It’s all fun stuff.  
 
I’m still hoping to hear some ideas from the 
other members. What would you like to do with 
the club? What would entice you to participate 
more? Maybe heading out to a park and doing a 
portable operation? Maybe there are some 
modes of operation you would like to learn? 
How about building some radio related gear? 
We’re doing that. Come join us!  Are there any 
new hams out there that have their license and 
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are unsure of what to do next? Let us know. 
Hams love to help other hams. We all started 
the same place. 
 
It’s been a fun 3 months as president for me 
and I’m really looking forward to the next 21 
months. We’ve got the best group of people in 
our club and I’m looking forward to meeting 
more of you real soon. Spring has sprung. Get 
those antennas fixed up and get on the air! 
 
73  Mark Walton K3MRK 

DIY Night 
Gerry reported that the latest kit, a frequency 
counter module, has been shipped, with an 
expected arrival date of April 4th.  The location 
of the next DIY night depends on the status of 
the club building.  Contact Gerry Wagner, 
KB3SSZ at  gerry.wagner@comcast.net with 
any questions regarding the kits or the status of 
the build night.   

Site News 
 
Work is progressing on the new 
operating/meeting building at the SPARC site. 
 We have work parties almost every Saturday 
regardless of the weather.  Tom, KB2ZGF and 
Larry, K3LWL have taken the challenge to get 
us up and running by the end of April.  The 
walls are done.  The ceiling is done.  Next item 
is the benches followed by the floor.  Here are a 
few pictures. 
 

 
 

 

Wireless Communications 
Students Earn Amateur Radio 
Licenses 

 

Dr. Ken De Lucca 

 

Nearly the entire class of Wireless 
Communications Systems this past fall 
semester earned their Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) amateur radio licenses. 
Amateur or “ham” radio is a hobby that mixes 
together the fun of making radio contacts with 
people from around the world and technical 
aspects that are widely used today. We are 
currently in the period of time when devices are 
all expected to link up wirelessly. The basics of 
radio communication were presented in this 
course, along with the challenge of earning the 
FCC license for the Technician level (the first 
level of licensing). A written test was provided 
and proctored by approved volunteer examiners 
Richard Kaelberger, coordinator (AB3RK), 
Harry D. Bauder (N3FMO), Dr. Tom Bell 
(KB3KPU), Dr. Ken De Lucca (WA3KD), 
Larry W. Laughman (K3LWL), Jeff 
Oberholtzer (KC3ETC), and Philip C. Theis 
(K3TUF).  
 
 
The image shows all members of the Wireless 
Communications class that earned their FCC 
amateur radio licenses. From left to right: Dr. 
Ken De Lucca WA3KD Instructor, Nicholas 
Hagono KC3IHG, Ian McDonald KC3IGW, 
Daniel Vasquez KC3IGS, Cody Martin 
KC3IHH, Samuel Aquino KC3IGO, Andrew 
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Miller KC3IGC, Randy Mercado KC3IGU, 
Weston Chambers KC3IGV, Nicholas Bozzelli 
KC3IGT, Ethan Snyder KC3IGR, Eathen 
Theimer KC3IHA, Khadem Lazare KC3IGX, 
Jordan Steele KC3IHF, David Edwards 
KC3IHE, Alexander Spencer KC3IGY, Daniel 
Poff KC3IHB, John Jespersen KD2MLG, Ryan 
Silver KC3IGP, Tyler Funk KC3IGZ, and 
Shakar Jones KC3IHD. 
 

 

Coming Events 
 
Membership Meeting 
The next membership meeting will be held on 
Tuesday February 28th.  We look forward to 
seeing you! 
 
SPARC Breakfast 
The second Saturday of every month at 0800 is 
a SPARC breakfast at Gus's Keystone 
Restaurant, 1050 W. Main St, Mt Joy, PA.  
Contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, for more 
details.  Everyone interested in Amateur Radio 
is invited to attend.  See 
http://guskeystone.com/  for restaurant details. 

 

Astronomy / Earth Science 
The spring equinox passed us by just about the 
time we got hammered with 12-18” of snow.  
Now that most of it has melted off, the weather 
should begin to warm and we can think about 
spending more time outdoors looking upwards 
at the heavens.  April brings several interesting 
events, including 

Mercury will be replacing Venus in the 
evening sky.  Through the first week in April, it 
should be possible to see Mercury in the 
western sky just after civil twilight, up to 90 
minutes past sunset.   It will grow gradually 
brighter toward April 1, then dim and fade from 
view by about April 8th.   
 
Jupiter will be at opposition on April 7th, 
which places it at its closest approach to Earth 
with its face fully illuminated by the Sun.  That 
makes Jupiter very bright and visible all night 
long.   
 
Full Moon occurs on April 11th.   
 
Lyrids Metor Shower will peak on April 22 
and 23.  The moon will be waning to a crescent 
and is not expected to be much of an 
impediment to seeing the Lyrids.  
 
Spaceweather.com reports that March 19th was 
the 13th consecutive day with no visible 
sunspots.  Also, as reported last month, a 
canyon-shaped gash in the Sun’s corona is 
facing the Earth and continues to emit a fast-
moving stream of particles.  Expect frequent 
lower-latitude auroras from this anomaly.     
 

Wanted 
 
A group is looking to purchase radios for 
Haitian amateurs.  Must be easy to use.   
Examples include TS430, TS440 or IC718.  
Contact Dale Long (dale.long at prodigy.net) or 
Harry Bauder (harrybauder at comcast.net) 

New Area Codes 
 
The 717 area code is projected to run out of 
numbers in the third quarter of 2017.  This 
brings two changes.  New numbers will be 
assigned from a new ‘223’ area code, and the 
new area code is implemented as an overlay 
rather than a geographic split.  The overlay 
scheme allows existing customers to keep their 
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current phone number and area code.  The 
overlay then requires that everyone in the 
overlay region uses a 10-digit code, even for 
local numbers.  Telcos are required to make 
their networks ready for the change by March 
1.  Users will be notified of the change about 
three months before the expected exhaustion of 
the 717 number pool.    

 
 

 

ARES/RACES 

 
 
 
As part of the SPARC commitment to 
emergency communications, the SPARC 
repeater system is maintained as available for 
linking with other area repeaters. 

Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours 
local time on the 145.310 MHz repeater in 
Rawlinsville. 

The Lancaster County primary ARES/RACES 
repeater  is on 145.310 MHz with minus offset 
and 118.8 PL. 

Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at 
3993.5 kHz LSB on all Sundays except 
holidays. 

The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the 
month at 0800 hours local time.  

The Central Area (including Lancaster County) 
net is at 08:30 local time. 

EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local EST, 
     3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz, 
     Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net 

 

SPARC Nets 
SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100 
local time on 145.230 MHz minus offset and  
PL of 118.8Hz.   The 449.975MHz PL of 114.8 
Hz  repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the 
net. 

 

Club Officers 
 
Mark Walton, K3MRK, President 
Kevin Lampo, K3LLC, Past President 
Larry Laughman K3LWL, Vice President 
Margaret Hamm, KB3SCA, Treasurer 
Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, Secretary 
David Payne, N3LOM, Repeater Trustee 
Harry Bauder, N3FMO, Membership Chair 
Tom Hartrandt, KB3ZGF,Member at Large 
   

 

Membership Info Update Request 
 
Please send all changes of address, email, and 
ham status to Harry Bauder, 4319 Snavely Rd 
Elizabethtown, Pa 17022 
email  harrybauder@comcast.net     
home phone 717-944-7235 

 

Nearby Nets of Local Interest 
If you need information on access tones etc, the 
referenced web sites below will usually provide 
the information needed.  For more information, 
see http://arcc-inc.org/arc-fdbas.html 
 
Monday Ephrata Area Repeater Society 
Lancaster County Two Meter Emergency 
Net  9:00 PM on the 145.450MHz repeater. 
(Ed Note:  The EARS web site no longer exists. The 
Monday night net is still in operation.) 
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MondayKeystone VHF Club  Combined Club 
& ARES/RACES Net 8:30PM on 
146.970MHz. 

Monday South Mountain Radio Amateurs 

SMRA Club Net9:00PM on 145.430MHz 

YORK NETS -  Summer TUESDAY    
 
DIGITAL NET   is on Summer Hiatus  

Feel free to use this time for informal 

practice amongst yourselves 

8:00  PM on 146.97 MHz repeater , PL 

123.0 HZ 
---------------------------------------- 
 

 ELMER NET  will continue  
at 9 PM  on the 146.97 MHZ repeater, 

PL 123.0 HZ 

 

this NET is for newer HAMs and anyone 

else who may have questions, or wish 

to discuss projects.      
 
Morse Code Net Tuesday, 2000 local time 
(8:00p). SMRA repeater 145.430- (67.0 Hz) 
with alternate frequency of 146.460+ (1,000 
kHz offset, tone 67.0 Hz) 

Wednesday York County SSB Net 7:45PM 
on 50.135MHz.  Informal net getting started.  
Contact Steve Cruse, K3WHC, for more 
information. 

Wednesday Pottstown Area Amateur Radio 
Club 8:30PM 50.130MHz Contact Leonard, 
WV3P for more information. 

Wednesday Red Rose Repeater Association 
Net9:00PM on 147.015MHz.   

Wednesday QCWA Net9:00PM on 
146.97MHz. 

Thursday Lancaster Radio Transmitting 
Society Net9:00 PM on 145.390MHz 

PACKRAT VHF/UHF NETS 

Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: 
http://packratvhf.com/airtimes.htm for the latest 
information on VHF/UHF nets. 

NTS Eastern Area Phone net   
3.917 at  4:00 PM daily for traffic going to 
EPA, MDC, WPA and Maryland. We have a 
callup, pass any traffic, after that a round of 
comments. Traffic manager is WA3QPX. Net 
could use more checkins from EPA as we 
normally only get one checkin from EPA and 
sometimes none. This is where the Fone traffic 
for EPA net normally comes from. Any 
questions I will be on 3.917 at 4:00 PM.  
73 , Paul, WA3QPX 
 

 

 
 
Two EPA Nets Now Accessible via Echolink       
Posted By: egroups_n3sw egroups_n3sw   
  Mon Aug 27, 2012 11:40 pm 
<>The EPA AA3RG and Echolink Traffic Net 
(EAETN)  has been accessible since its 
inception via Echolink at node AA3RG-R 
(#149493).  See the group Calendar for more 
information. [Thursday  8:00PM] 
<>Now the Capital Area Traffic Net (CATN) is  
also accessible via Echolink at node 
N3TWT-R (#743026). See the group Calendar 
for more information. All (licensed hams)  are 
welcome to join in on these nets. 
73 -Scott N3SW EPA STM- 
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AA3C note: To visit our group on the web, go 
to NTS-EPA Group web site:   
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa/ 
Both nets will utilize the 146.640(tx-) MHz. 
Transmit access tone: 82.5 Hz.  
AA3RG Repeater.http://www.aa3rg.org/ 
 

 

QRZ News Publication  

QRZ News is published monthly.  The deadline 
for submission of items for publication is 11 
days before the regular membership meeting on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month.   If the 
material is not copy and paste ready for 
publication, more lead time is required. 
 
We operate on an exchange basis with other not 
for profit publications.  Articles printed in QRZ 

News may be reprinted in a not for profit 
publication provided proper credit is given.  
QRZ  News is archived at http://www.k3ir.org/ 

 

For Sale by SPARC 

SPARC has the following items for sale to 
members or other interested Hams. 

If you are building wire antennas we have a 
large quantity of insulated wire from 14 gauge 
to 18 gauge. 

Contact Mark, or Harry, N3FMO 
 

 
 

 


