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May 2017 

President’s Message 
Greetings 
 
E-Skip season is upon us. There have been 
numerous 6 and 10 meter opens this past week 
all around the country. Even 20 meters seems 
to be open to somewhere after the sun goes 
down. This is great at a time when the normal F 
Layer propagation is less than stellar. So keep 
checking those high bands and you are sure to 
catch an opening. 
 
Kevin K3LLC and I got to spend a few days in 
Dayton this year. It’s actually in Xenia about 
15 miles away but there was still plenty going 
on in Dayton since that’s where all the hotels 
are. It was my first trip since 1995 and in spite 
of the downward trend in Hamfests, Dayton 
still packs them in. Lets of cool things to see.  
Lots of old and new friends to meet. In case 
you were wondering, the new venue is perfect 
in my opinion. Lots of rain can make it very 
interesting. But hey, it’s a hamfest, not a 
business convention. 
 
The club building is nearing completion. I think 
it’s safe to say all the heavy work is finished 
(thanks Tom and Larry). Now it’s down to the 
details. We’ll need to clean things up a bit and I 
expect we’ll have something nice to show off 
for Field Day.  
 
Speaking of Field Day, we’ve got most of the 
plans laid out. We’ll be operating outside under 
a tent or two. We’ll be running 4A, Emergency 
power running all the radios. It looks like 

we’ve got 10-15 very interested members 
committed to taking part. This would be a great 
time for the members that have not seen the site 
lately to come up and join us for a few hours. 
There will be radios to operate for 5 min or 5 
hours, whichever suits your style. If you’ve 
never operated an event like this, this would be 
a great time to try it out. There will be plenty of  

 
experience present to help you get the swing of 
it. It’s probably the simplest “contest” of the 
year. No one gets too serious and everyone is 
just there to have fun. 
 
We will begin setting up the antennas on Friday 
evening about 5:00pm. We’ll be there Saturday 
morning starting about 8:00am and the event 
starts at 1:00pm (I think). We will be operating 
the entire 24 hrs. So if you cant sleep Saturday 
night and want to join in, come on in. If you get 
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tired, the club house will serve as sleeping and 
dining quarters. 
Hope to see lots of you that I have not had the 
pleasure to meet yet. 
 
73 
Mark Walton 
K3MRK 

DIY Night 
 
DIY Night continues to be a success.  Regular 
meetings have been held on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month.  Newcomers are 
welcome – hone your building skills and come 
home with a useful shack gadget.  Contact 
Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ at  
gerry.wagner@comcast.net with any questions 
regarding the kits or the status of the build 
night.   
 
Coming Events 
 
Membership Meeting 
The next membership meeting will be held on 
Tuesday June 27th.  We look forward to seeing 
you! 
 
SPARC Breakfast 
The second Saturday of every month at 0800 is 
a SPARC breakfast at Gus's Keystone 
Restaurant, 1050 W. Main St, Mt Joy, PA.  
Contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, for more 
details.  Everyone interested in Amateur Radio 
is invited to attend.  See 
http://guskeystone.com/  for restaurant details. 

 

Astronomy / Earth Science 
The sky continues to be an interesting place for 
naked-eye skywatchers.     
 
Jupiter continues to be bright and high in the 
sky, rising just after dusk and staying out 
through midnight.  Jupiter is making a very 
close approach to the waxing moon, with June 
3 being at its nearest.    

 
Saturn is opposite the sun, which makes it 
visible all night.   
 
Venus rises very early in the morning, a couple 
of hours before the sun.  It will be highest in 
early August.   
 
The Sun continues to be very active.  From 
Spaceweather.com: 
 
“ On June 1st, a small but surprisingly active 
sunspot rotated over the sun's eastern limb. In 
less than 24 hours, it has unleashed nearly a 
dozen C-class solar flares and hurled a pair of 
CMEs into space--an impressive display of 
fireworks. So far, none of the explosions have 
targeted Earth, but this could change in the 
days ahead as the active region rotates toward 
our planet. Visit Spaceweather.com for more 
information and updates.” 

Entry Level HAM Radio Classes 
 

SPARC is sponsoring a series of classes for 
those interested in obtaining their Technician 
Class Amateur Radio License and learning hoe 
to use it.  The classes will be held on 7 
consecutive Wednesday evenings beginning 
June 7.  Time will be 7:00 PM ending around 
9:00 PM .  We will meet at the SPARC 
building located at 1715 Breneman Road, 
Manheim.  The classes are free and all study 
materials will be provided.   
 

No prior knowledge or experience in 
electronics is needed.  We will give you the 
knowledge you need to pass the test and the 
experience you will need to use your new 
license.  For more information contact Harry 
Bauder at (717) 944-7235 or 
harrybauder@comcast.net. 
 

Other News  
Many of you know that your newsletter editor 
works in the automotive supply chain.  That got 
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him a chance to visit the Society of Automotive 
Engineers World Conference in Detroit.  The 
exhibition hall was huge, with over 200 
vendors offering everything from ball bearings 
to 3D printing to software.  Two vendors really 
stood out.   
 
Honda gave a whole new meaning to the term 
“cutaway view”.  They had a pickup and a 
minivan which had literally been cut away to 
show the interior construction, from the outside 
skin, through the seats, up to and including the 
transmission.  The finish was beautiful, with 
each part painted a different color to really 
make the individual parts visible.  What was 
left was quite light – it took just a single hand 
to roll the vehicle back and forth.   
 

 
Then there were vendors for stuff that you 
never even through of, like one that combined 
pyrotechnics and pedestrian safety.  How does 
that happen?  A German company analyzed 
frontal pedestrian collisions and found that the 
biggest risk of mortality came from injuries to 
the head.  On impact, the body folds over and 
the head contacts the hood.  With cars growing 
ever more crowded there is no room beneath 
the sheet metal, so the head ends up impacting 
the engine.  Their solution was to blow a pair of 
pyrotechnic squibs on impact.  Located at the 
rear edge (windshield end) of the hood, the 
squib would pop the hood up and provide a 
vital few inches of clearance.  I volunteered a 
former boss as a test subject.  Found that they 
had absolutely no sense of humor.  Seriously, 

there were a lot of sessions dedicated to stuff 
like this.  By design, cars are becoming safer 
every year.   
 

 

EmComm News 
 
From www.governing.com 
James Careless | April 2017 
More Americans than ever have been licensed 
by the Federal Communications Commission as 
amateur radio operators, and those in the know 
say that emergency communications is driving 
their passion to be “hams.” 
 
What we have is called a license, is actually a 
‘grant’, which comes with obligations.  Grand 
tradition of service , pay back.  
 
“There has been a tremendous amount of 
interest in emergency preparedness since 9/11 
and Katrina, and this is true for the amateur 
radio community as well,” said Mike Corey, 
the emergency preparedness manager for the 
American Radio Relay League (ARRL). 
“Emergency communications is a gateway into 
amateur radio, and many join our ranks through 
an interest in being better prepared themselves 
and as a way to serve their community.” 
 
“This is the third year in a row that the total 
number of new licenses has exceeded 30,000,” 
said ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator 
Manager Maria Somma last year. She said 
32,552 were granted in 2016, 32,077 in 2015, 
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and 33,241 in 2014. Total active FCC-issued 
ham radio licenses hit an all-time high of 
743,003 in November 2016. 
 
The public’s growing interest in amateur radio 
for emergency communications is a legacy of 
9/11, when Americans saw their cellular 
telephone networks become overwhelmed by 
excess traffic and system outages. When 
regular phone service fails, amateur radio 
operators fill the communications gap with 
their independent transceivers and battery 
power backups. 
 
 “I think we have experienced an uptick in new 
licenses due to the emergency capabilities of 
ham radio,” said Jack Ciaccia, ARRL Colorado 
section manager. “Interest really peaks after a 
large-scale event where ham radio has been 
utilized.” 
 
Amateur radio operators played a substantial 
role in restoring vital communications links in 
the wake of 9/11, hurricanes, tornadoes and 
other major disasters that have affected the 
United States. They assist in directing first 
responders to victims, providing real-time 
situational updates from the disaster scene to 
emergency management agencies, and offering 
victims a way to contact their families and 
friends when normal communications channels 
have failed. 
 
 “Generally, amateur radio operators assist 
other organizations and agencies by adding 
communications capacity when normal means 
of communications are down or overloaded,” 
Corey said. “Amateurs work with local 
emergency management, first responders, 
hospitals, National Weather Service, National 
Hurricane Center and VOADs [Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disasters] and the Red 
Cross and Salvation Army. Many also use 
amateur radio as part of their own family 
communications plan and use the skills they 
learn as amateurs to assist neighbors during 
emergencies and disasters.” 
 

 Walt Palmer is a licensed ham radio operator, 
and also director of broadcast operations, 
engineering and programming at NewsRadio 
WGMD 92.7 FM in Rehoboth Beach, Del. 
“Through an arrangement with our local EOC, 
I have a 2-meter ham radio set and antenna at 
my desk, which can be patched into our FM 
transmitter during emergencies,” he said. “If 
regular communications fail, the EOC can put 
the mayor or one of their officials on the 2-
meter band, and I can rebroadcast it via our FM 
channel to our entire coverage area.” 
 
 Emergency managers have taken note the 
usefulness of amateur radio operators during 
manmade and natural disasters — and many 
have ongoing relationships with their local ham 
communities. This includes assigning amateur 
radio operators specific roles within each 
agency’s emergency response plan, and even 
setting space aside for hams in their EOCs. 
 
 For many years, ARRL has created special 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) 
units to assist during times of crisis. Each 
ARES unit “consists of licensed amateurs who 
have voluntarily registered their qualifications 
and equipment with their local ARES 
leadership for communications duty in the 
public service when disaster strikes,” according 
to the ARRL website. ARES members are 
trained to work with local emergency 
management; to have their own food, sleeping 
equipment and other supplies to survive during 
emergency situations away from home; and to 
have pre-planned for their families’ well-being 
during the ARES team member’s absence. 
 
 “In most cases, the amateur radio response to 
an emergency or disaster is handled by local 
ARES teams,” said Corey. “However, in the 
case of large-scale disasters such as a large 
hurricane or earthquake, ARRL headquarters 
will assist local and state ARES teams with 
equipment, media support, regulatory guidance 
and coordination with national partners.” 
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 “Most of our ARES teams around the country 
partner with local and state emergency 
management,” he added. “In most cases this 
relationship also allows for closer work with 
other local response groups such as public 
safety, hospitals and local VOADs.” 
 
 This is certainly the case in Colorado. In 2016, 
the state Legislature officially designated 
qualified hams as members of Colorado’s new 
Auxiliary Emergency Communications Unit, 
under the authority of the state’s Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management, in the Department of Public 
Safety. 
 
 As a result of this new law, Colorado ARES 
teams are now part of their state’s emergency 
management team, with their own roles with 
their state’s emergency management plans and 
facilities. 
 “In many EOCs, including the Colorado EOC, 
ARES has its own space with its own 
permanently installed radio gear and antenna 
installations,” Ciaccia said. “In Boulder, they 
also maintain a cache of portable equipment 
that can be deployed as soon as manpower is 
available. This way, they never have to worry 
about obtaining anyone's personal gear for use 
in an emergency.” 
 
 It is worth noting that hams also aid 
emergency managers in less dire situations. For 
instance, “throughout the United States, 
amateurs assist the National Weather Service’s 
SKYWARN program in providing ground truth 
reports during severe weather events,” Corey 
said. All told, the growing number of amateur 
radio operators in the U.S. are self-funding, 
fully equipped communicators, many of whom 
want to support local emergency managers and 
first responders any way they can. 
 
 “We have worked extremely hard over the 
years to become useful and professional with 
our assistance to our community OEMs and 
EOCs,” Ciaccia said. “The major capability 
that hams bring to emergency management is 

our varied modes and frequencies: We can 
usually make a communications path when 
others do not exist. Because of those two 
important and valuable commodities that are 
usually not available to public service entities, 
we are an important asset to local authorities in 
times of need.” 
 

 

ARES/RACES 

 
 
 
As part of the SPARC commitment to 
emergency communications, the SPARC 
repeater system is maintained as available for 
linking with other area repeaters. 

Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours 
local time on the 145.310 MHz repeater in 
Rawlinsville. 

The Lancaster County primary ARES/RACES 
repeater  is on 145.310 MHz with minus offset 
and 118.8 PL. 

Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at 
3993.5 kHz LSB on all Sundays except 
holidays. 

The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the 
month at 0800 hours local time.  

The Central Area (including Lancaster County) 
net is at 08:30 local time. 

EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local EST, 
     3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz, 
     Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net 
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SPARC Nets 
SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100 
local time on 145.230 MHz minus offset and  
PL of 118.8Hz.   The 449.975MHz PL of 114.8 
Hz  repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the 
net. 

 

Club Officers 
 
Mark Walton, K3MRK, President 
Kevin Lampo, K3LLC, Past President 
Larry Laughman K3LWL, Vice President 
Margaret Hamm, KB3SCA, Treasurer 
Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, Secretary 
David Payne, N3LOM, Repeater Trustee 
Harry Bauder, N3FMO, Membership Chair 
Tom Hartrandt, KB3ZGF,Member at Large 
   

 

Membership Info Update Request 
 
Please send all changes of address, email, and 
ham status to Harry Bauder, 4319 Snavely Rd 
Elizabethtown, Pa 17022 
email  harrybauder@comcast.net     
home phone 717-944-7235 

 

Nearby Nets of Local Interest 
If you need information on access tones etc, the 
referenced web sites below will usually provide 
the information needed.  For more information, 
see http://arcc-inc.org/arc-fdbas.html 
 
Monday Ephrata Area Repeater Society 
Lancaster County Two Meter Emergency 
Net  9:00 PM on the 145.450MHz repeater. 
(Ed Note:  The EARS web site no longer exists. The 
Monday night net is still in operation.) 

MondayKeystone VHF Club  Combined Club 
& ARES/RACES Net 8:30PM on 
146.970MHz. 

Monday South Mountain Radio Amateurs 

SMRA Club Net9:00PM on 145.430MHz 

YORK NETS -  Summer TUESDAY    
 
DIGITAL NET   is on Summer Hiatus  

Feel free to use this time for informal 

practice amongst yourselves 

8:00  PM on 146.97 MHz repeater , PL 

123.0 HZ 
---------------------------------------- 
 

 ELMER NET  will continue  
at 9 PM  on the 146.97 MHZ repeater, 

PL 123.0 HZ 

 

this NET is for newer HAMs and anyone 

else who may have questions, or wish 

to discuss projects.      
 
Morse Code Net Tuesday, 2000 local time 
(8:00p). SMRA repeater 145.430- (67.0 Hz) 
with alternate frequency of 146.460+ (1,000 
kHz offset, tone 67.0 Hz) 

Wednesday York County SSB Net 7:45PM 
on 50.135MHz.  Informal net getting started.  
Contact Steve Cruse, K3WHC, for more 
information. 

Wednesday Pottstown Area Amateur Radio 
Club 8:30PM 50.130MHz Contact Leonard, 
WV3P for more information. 

Wednesday Red Rose Repeater Association 
Net9:00PM on 147.015MHz.   

Wednesday QCWA Net9:00PM on 
146.97MHz. 

Thursday Lancaster Radio Transmitting 
Society Net9:00 PM on 145.390MHz 

PACKRAT VHF/UHF NETS 
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Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: 
http://packratvhf.com/airtimes.htm for the latest 
information on VHF/UHF nets. 

NTS Eastern Area Phone net   
3.917 at  4:00 PM daily for traffic going to 
EPA, MDC, WPA and Maryland. We have a 
callup, pass any traffic, after that a round of 
comments. Traffic manager is WA3QPX. Net 
could use more checkins from EPA as we 
normally only get one checkin from EPA and 
sometimes none. This is where the Fone traffic 
for EPA net normally comes from. Any 
questions I will be on 3.917 at 4:00 PM.  
73 , Paul, WA3QPX 
 

 

 
 
Two EPA Nets Now Accessible via Echolink       
Posted By: egroups_n3sw egroups_n3sw   
  Mon Aug 27, 2012 11:40 pm 
<>The EPA AA3RG and Echolink Traffic Net 
(EAETN)  has been accessible since its 
inception via Echolink at node AA3RG-R 
(#149493).  See the group Calendar for more 
information. [Thursday  8:00PM] 
<>Now the Capital Area Traffic Net (CATN) is  
also accessible via Echolink at node 
N3TWT-R (#743026). See the group Calendar 
for more information. All (licensed hams)  are 
welcome to join in on these nets. 

73 -Scott N3SW EPA STM- 

 
AA3C note: To visit our group on the web, go 
to NTS-EPA Group web site:   
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa/ 
Both nets will utilize the 146.640(tx-) MHz. 
Transmit access tone: 82.5 Hz.  
AA3RG Repeater.http://www.aa3rg.org/ 
 

 

QRZ News Publication  

QRZ News is published monthly.  The deadline 
for submission of items for publication is 11 
days before the regular membership meeting on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month.   If the 
material is not copy and paste ready for 
publication, more lead time is required. 
 
We operate on an exchange basis with other not 
for profit publications.  Articles printed in QRZ 
News may be reprinted in a not for profit 
publication provided proper credit is given.  
QRZ  News is archived at http://www.k3ir.org/ 

 

For Sale by SPARC 

SPARC has the following items for sale to 
members or other interested Hams. 

If you are building wire antennas we have a 
large quantity of insulated wire from 14 gauge 
to 18 gauge. 

Contact Mark, or Harry, N3FMO 
 

 
 

 


