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mic or a key and join us. We’ll have plenty of
radios and antennas.
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I’m behind schedule in getting this out this
month. But the good thing is, after tonight’s
meeting, I have some things to write about.
On Saturday morning we fixed the VHF
repeater antenna (thanks Harry and Kevin). It
seems to be working better than ever.
Unfortunately, now the UHF machine is down.
So check out the VHF side and see how well it
works. We need some testers. I happen to have
a UHF repeater that we hope will work as a
replacement for the bad radio. We also
discussed adding DMR capability to the UHF
repeater. Pending availability of the needed
parts, it looks like the project is a go. If you use
analog on UHF, it will function as normal.
However, if you call in with a DMR radio, it
will switch to DMR. Eventually our hope is
that you can access some of the many
talkgroups available. If you are not familiar
with DMR, take a look on the web to see what
can be done. It is also the least expensive
digital radio available. You can buy a brand
new DMR portable for $89 and within a few
years the used market should be great for
Motorola commercial radios. Stand by for more
info to follow.

The following weekend, if all goes as planned,
we will be hosting some Boy Scouts for
Jamboree on the Air. We will also be
conducting the Ham Radio Merit Badge course
for them. All are welcome. The event is
planned for 9am-4pm Saturday.
We will be working the CQWW this year and
we need some serious operators. The consensus
is that we will get a little more serious for this
one and try to be competitive. We’ve got the
Columbia Halloween Parade, the Breakfast, a
great presentation for our next membership
meeting, kit night, Bit-x night and a few
antenna work parties coming up. So I hope to
see some of your smiling faces for these events.
Contact me if you would like any more info on
any of these activities.

There is a lot going on in the next couple of
months at the club. We will be operating as a
club for the PA QSO Party October 14 and 15.
This is a casual event for the club. We don’t get
too serious and we have fun. Stop in, grab a
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The last thing is that the membership approved
the purchase of a new VHF repeater. We still
have some research to do, but this will happen
before the end of the year. The repeaters are old
and starting to develop issues. There have been
too many this summer. Out with the old, in
with the new.
73
Mark Walton
K3MRK

Also, thanks to all those who lent a hand,
including Dave, N3LOM who donated some
old mud flaps and moved a bunch of lime
stone.

Coming Events
Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting will be held on
Tuesday October 24th. We look forward to
seeing you!

The Way We Were
Thanks to the efforts of a great many members
the new operating building is largely complete.
More importantly, between membership
meetings, board meetings, build nights,
operating nights, and work parties, the
operating building is used almost every
Tuesday and Saturday. It’s roomy enough that
several activities can go on at the same time,
and if space gets real tight we now have a nice
back patio, complete with seating! One of us
commented that it’s getting hard to remember
the old building that we brought along when we
moved from Ironville several years ago. It’s
not just the operating building that’s changed.

SPARC Breakfast
The second Saturday of every month at 0800 is
a SPARC breakfast at Gus's Keystone
Restaurant, 1050 W. Main St, Mt Joy, PA.
Contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, for more
details. Everyone interested in Amateur Radio
is
invited
to
attend.
See
http://guskeystone.com/ for restaurant details.

Build Night
Gerry Wagner’s build night is going strong.
The latest project is an adjustable DC power
supply with current limiting. As recently as
last Tuesday some of the group were busy at
the site finishing up their kits. For more
information, or to be a part of the next project,
contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ.

Harry Bauder managed to find some photos
that were taken before the building was
emptied and disassembled. There was a fullwidth desk along the back wall and a shorter
desk along one front wall, with old-style CRT
monitors that took up a lot of space.
Remember the ceiling that kept bowing
because it was always leaking in water
someplace? The storage shed was in even
worse shape, with mice nesting inside and leaks
everywhere. Last but not least was the diesel
generator, with the underground storage tank
that went from a great asset to a huge liability
as the State regulations on fuel storage tanks
became more strict.

Site Improvements
Thanks to Gerry, KB3SSZ, who took up the
challenge to complete the "patio" project, we
now have a gravel based location for our picnic
tables. Not only does it give a home for the
tables it also makes for a neater appearance and
makes mowing the grass easier, eliminating the
need to move the tables each time.
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The Oronid meteor shower will peak around
October 20th, and should be easily visible
despite a quarter moon showing.

We now have a pleasant and congenial meeting
site that much better meets our needs.
Members meet and gather to chat, operate, or
work on projects, we have backup power that’s
quiet and easy to maintain, and thanks to Gary
Blacksmith’s linking system we even have high
speed internet.

The Solar Eclipse of August 2017 seems like a
distant memory already. It may be most
famous for the great propagation experiment
that many of us took part in; band conditions
changed from day to night and back to day
again within an hour or less. A tremendous
amount of earth science is being done by crosscorrelating QSOs and other signal reports to see
exactly how propagation changes on each band
of frequencies.

Thanks to all of you who helped make the
facility what it is!

Astronomy / Earth Science
Mercury will be visible in the eastern sky for
the first several days of October, about 30-40
minutes before sunrise.

A side hobby for some hams is VLF
monitoring. The effect of the sun can be seen
every day by watching signals from Navy
communication stations NAA (Cutler, ME, 24
kHz) at or NAU (Aguada, PR, 40.75 kHz). A
receiving station at Stanford University clearly
shows the effect of the eclipse on these VLF
stations, with eclipse-time peaks for NML,
NLK and NAU.

Jupiter will also be visible in the early
morning sky, passing less than a degree from
Mercury on October 11th as it continues to rise
in the east.
Venus will be visible at dusk, and will pass
very close to Saturn on the 29th.

http://swaciweb.dlr.de/news/solar-eclipse-21aug-2017/?L=1

Mars can be seen in the southwest evening sky.

Figure 6: VLF amplitude measurements recorded in Stanford. The gray-shaded area
shows the times of obscuration for Stanford only. Due to long VLF propagation paths
crossing other parts of obscuration, the actual impact on VLF signals may vary.
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•

ARES/RACES

•

EPAEPTN daily at 6pm ET 3917 KHz
LSB
PTN daily at 7pm/10pm 3585 KHz CW
(statewide)

Sources for more information about the NTS in
general:
•

http://www.arrl.org/nts or the NTS chapter
in any edition of the ARRL Operating
Manual.

Sources for more information about the NTS in
EPA:

As part of the SPARC commitment to
emergency communications, the SPARC
repeater system is maintained as available for
linking with other area repeaters.

•

Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held on
the first Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours
local time at 145.310 MHz on the N3FYI
repeater in Rawlinsville.

•

The Lancaster County primary ARES/RACES
repeater is on 145.310 MHz with minus offset
and 118.8 PL.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa, or
http://www.arrl.org/sections/view/easternpennsylvania
Point of contact: Scott Walker N3SW, EPA
STM, n3sw@arrl.net

Hurricane Watch Net
(Main frequency during Hurricanes) 14.325
MHz.

Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at
3993.5 kHz LSB on all Sundays except
holidays.

SPARC Nets

The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the
month at 0800 hours local time.

SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100 local
time on 145.230 MHz neg offset and PL of
118.8Hz. The 449.975 MHz, PL of 114.8 Hz
repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the net.

The Central Area (including Lancaster County)
net is at 08:30 local time.
EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local EST,
3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz,
Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net

Nearby Nets of Local Interest
Sunday
Monday
8:30 PM, Keystone VHF Club (York combined
club and ARES/RACES), 146.970 MHz, neg
offset, PL 123.0.

Nearby Nets
ARRL National Traffic System (NTS) in
EPA
The primary HF traffic nets within the Eastern
Pennsylvania Section are:

9 PM, Ephrata Area Repeater Society W3XP,
9PM, 145.450 MHz, neg offset, PL 100.0 and
444.650, pos offset, PL 131.8
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9 PM, South Mountain Radio Amateurs
(SMRA), N3TST, 145.430MHz, neg offset, PL
67.

8 PM, Tristate Radio Association, KX3B,
146.745, neg offset, PL 114.8.
HF Nets

Tuesday
Sunday, PM, Lebanon, 28.450 MHz.
8PM, Morse Code Net, SMRA, 145.430 MHz,
neg offset, PL 67.0, alternate 146.460, pos
offset 1,000, PL 67.0.

Monday thru Friday 9 AM to 12 Noon,
Ragchew, 7.272 MHz.

8 PM, Keystone VHF Digital Net, 146.97
MHz, PL 123.00. On hiatus over the summer.

Monday thru Saturday, 12 Noon, Salvation
Army, 14.265 MHz.

8PM, Lebanon Valley Society of Radio
Amateurs (LVSRA) Emergency Net, K2LV,
147.315 MHz, pos offset, PL 82.5.

Monday thru Saturday, 8 AM thru
Midafternoon, ECARS, 7.255 MHz.
8 AM thru Midafternoon, MidCARS, 7.258
MHz.

9PM, SPARC, K3IR, 145.230 MHz, neg offset,
PL 118.8, and 449.975, PL 114.8.

Tuesday, 8 PM, Red Rose Repeater
Association, 10M net 28.400MHz

9 PM, Keystone (York) VHF Elmer Net,
146.97 MHz, neg offset, PL 123.0.

7 Days a week, 12 Noon to 9 PM, Maritime
Mobile Service Net 14.300.

Wednesday
7PM, W3WAN, York, 146.935 MHz, Lebanon,
146.880, neg offset, PL 74.4.

Club Officers

8 PM, Harrisburg (Etters), W3UU, 146.670
MHz, neg offset, PL .100.

Mark Walton, K3MRK, President
Kevin Lampo, K3LLC, Past President
Larry Laughman K3LWL, Vice President
Margaret Hamm, KB3SCA, Treasurer
Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, Secretary
David Payne, N3LOM, Repeater Trustee
Harry Bauder, N3FMO, Membership Chair
Tom Hartrandt, KB3ZGF,Member at Large

9PM, Red Rose Repeater Association,
W3RRR, 147.015, pos offset, PL 118.8,
449.575 MHz, neg offset, PL 114.8.
Thursday
9PM, Lancaster Radio Transmitting Society
(Cornwall), W3AD, 145.390 MHz, neg offset,
PL 111.8.
Friday
8PM, Reading, K3TI, 145.490, neg offset, PL
114.8.
Saturday
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Membership Info Update Request
Free or For Sale by SPARC

Please send all changes of address, email, and
ham status to Harry Bauder, 4319 Snavely Rd
Elizabethtown, Pa 17022
email harrybauder@comcast.net
home phone 717-944-7235

SPARC has the following items for sale to
members or other interested Hams.
If you are building wire antennas we have a
large quantity of insulated wire from 14 gauge
to 18 gauge.
•
SPARC received an Empire vented propane
heater about a year ago. We have decided to
go another route with the new building so the
heater is available to SPARC members of
friends. The price is the same as we paid for
it - nothing!
•

QRZ News Publication
QRZ News is published monthly. The deadline
for submission of items for publication is 11
days before the regular membership meeting on
the fourth Tuesday of each month.
If the
material is not copy and paste ready for
publication, more lead time is required.

Contact Mark, or Harry, N3FMO

We operate on an exchange basis with other not
for profit publications. Articles printed in QRZ
News may be reprinted in a not for profit
publication provided proper credit is given.
QRZ News is archived at http://www.k3ir.org/
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