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April 2018 
 

President’s Message 
 
Greetings. 
 
I say this as the snow falls in second week of 
April. It’s been some cold Spring days and 
I’m itching to get out and do some antenna 
work. The Winter brought some good low 
band DX with lots of DxPeditions going on. 
What a great way to escape the North 
American Winter, head to a remote Island, 
close to the equator and play radio for a 
couple weeks. Maybe someday. With the 
declining sun activity, most of the DX was 
confined to 80 and 40 and 30 meters. There 
were some nice openings on the upper bands 
if you work the digital modes. We probably 
have a few more years of this, but they say the 
11 year cycle is changing, so who knows what 
might happen. 
 
With warm WX around the corner, it’s time to 
start planning some outdoor portable 
operations. We’ve been discussing some ideas 
and I think once the warm sunshine shines on 
us, we’ll put those plans at a higher priority. If 
you are bored and looking for something new, 
come join us. We’ll be hitting a park or two to 
activate a WWFF (POTA) events. As long as 
we let people know we are there, I expect we 
should get some nice pile-ups. Even if you 
don’t operate, it’s a great social event to get 
some fresh air and catch up with old friends. 
But if you like to make contacts, we’ll have 

the radios and antennas, there’s enough for 
everyone. So stay tuned, warm WX is coming 
and we’ve got the cure for cabin fever. 
 
73 for now 
 
Mark Walton 
K3MRK 

Coming Events 
DIY / Kit Night 
 
The latest builder’s night at was a dipole 
building event.  The announcement in Gerry’s 
words: “Don't let the dreary weather keep 
you form joining us this evening at 1900 
hours in our cozy new shack where we will be 
building our dipoles.  Mark brought lots of 
wire in but we have to untangle it - no 
problem.  Come with your band in mind, 
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center frequency, and whether you have the 
room out back for a full or half wave.  Have 
parts for five so FCFS.  If we have time b4 
dark and weather cooperates, we will string 
them on the club fence and tune them with our 
meter.” 
 
Membership Meeting 
 
The next membership meeting will be held on 
Tuesday April 23.  Mark Walton will be 
presenting on the BITX transceiver kits.  We 
look forward to seeing you! 
 
SPARC Breakfast 
The second Saturday of every month at 0800 
is a SPARC breakfast at Gus's Keystone 
Restaurant, 1050 W. Main St, Mt Joy, PA.  
Contact Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, for more 
details.  Everyone interested in Amateur 
Radio is invited to attend.  See 
http://guskeystone.com/  for restaurant details. 
 

Astronomy / Earth Science 
 
Just in time for warmer weather the visible 
planets return.   
 
Mercury remains too close to the sun to see 
well from our location, reaching its greatest 
western elongation on the 29th.  It rises only 
an hour before sunrise, and will be lost in the 
haze along the horizon as humidity rises with 
warmer temperatures.   
 
Venus has been steady and bright in the 
western sky an hour or more before sunset.   
 
Mars and Saturn both rise late at night, past 
10:00 or so, which puts them both well up in 
the sky before dawn and easy to see above the 
clutter along the horizon.   
 
Jupiter rises earlier in the evening through all 
of April, ending up at around 9:00 PM near 
the end of the month.  Jupiter becomes a 

bright star in the eastern sky about the time 
Venus is setting in the west.   
 
The Lyrid Meteor shower will peak after 
moonset, between midnight and the dawn of 
April 22.  The Lyrids are debris from the 
comet Thatcher.  The meteors will appear to 
come from the star Vega, one of the brightest 
stars in the night sky, and will be directly 
overhead at about 3:00 am.   

Ham Classes 
 
Harry Bauder will be conducting a class for 
prospective amateur radio operators at the 
SPARC club site at 1715 Breneman Road, 
Manheim beginning Wednesday, April 4 and 
every Wednesday until May 23..  Time is 
7:00 til 9:00.  This is not just a pass the test 
session but I try to provide useful information 
on what Ham radio is all about.  After the 
course you will be well prepared to take the 
technician test. 
 
To register contact harrybauder@comcast.net. 
 
The Frederick MD ARC is holding another 
ham-in-a-day class in Chambersburg, PA on 
and this time we are doing it in Chambersburg 
PA on Saturday May 19th, from 8:00 AM to 
4:00 PM.  No previous experience or special 
technical skills are needed.  Preregistration is 
required.  Contact Mike Myers, K3D0, via 
email (mike@k3do.com) or by phone (240-
372-9634).  More details can be found at 
http://frederickarc.org/our-ham-in-a-day-
class-schedule/ 
 

Radio Weekend 
 
SPARC graciously hosted a group from Boy 
Scout Troop 51 of Elizabethtown, PA for a 
Radio Weekend.  The event combined one 
night of camping with an all-day introduction 
to ham radio.  Several members stopped by to 
help with demos of HF and digital modes.  
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Despite the generally poor band conditions 
several contacts were made, including 
Slovenia and Belgium in Europe and several 
western states in the US.  The scouts all got to 
build their own copy of the FM receiver kit 
that Gerry Wagner’s group built a few months 
back.  At 3 out of 4, our success rate was a 
little higher, possibly due to younger eyes.  It 
was a delight to see the look on their faces 
when the radio actually worked.   
 
As a scout event, we all camped out overnight 
in tents and prepared meals on site.  It went 
down to about -7C with whipping winds at 
night, which made us all very grateful for the 
shelter of the operating building and its well-
working heater.   
 
As a leader of Troop 51, I would like to thank 
SPARC for the use of the facility and for the 
support of the membership.   
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Note from your Newsletter Editor 
 
Several years ago Nationwide Insurance ran 
an ad campaign based on the catchphrase “life 
comes at you fast”.  That was certainly the 
case for both me and Mark Walton. The past 
few months got extraordinarily busy, and, for 
better or for worse, we did not publish a 
February or March newsletter.   Mark and I 
both feel that the newsletter is an important 
part of what glues us together as a club and 
we both feel bad that two issues were 
dropped.  We both hope to do better in the 
future.   
 
Looking back over the past two months 
without the newsletter made me think about 
its true value to the membership.  Its absence 
seemed to go unnoticed - not one person 
asked about it.  Moreover, articles and 
information continue to be hard to come by.  
Only two members send updates or 
information with any regularity, and the only 
photos forwarded are from major events like 
field day.   
 
So why do we have a newsletter?  SPARC, 
like many other clubs, has a core of active 
members who get to most events and really 
drive the club, and a larger group of armchair 
participants who, for a variety of reasons, 
cannot make the meetings or events.  The 
active core knows what goes on – you are at 
the site nearly every weekend and you make 
most meetings.  The newsletter keeps the rest 
of the club engaged and interested.  It’s really 
the only tangible thing they gain from their 
membership.  It’s also something we could 
give to prospective new members.   
 
We should be treating the newsletter as 
SPARC’s ambassador of the airwaves.  It’s 
our public face, our link to armchair 
members, and a prospectus for new members.  
It really should be our best foot forward.   
 

Please help the club and help yourselves by 
forwarding articles, photos, and article ideas.  
All but the most frugal of us have 
smartphones – snap a picture of someone or 
some thing SPARC related and send it with a 
short text.  I’ll contact you and turn it into an 
article.  We have nearly weekly events – there 
should be no end of pictures from meetings, 
work days, operating events, the SPARC 
breakfast, or whatever project you are 
working on currently.  

 

ARES/RACES 

 
 
 
As part of the SPARC commitment to 
emergency communications, the SPARC 
repeater system is maintained as available for 
linking with other area repeaters. 
Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 2030 
hours local time at 145.310 MHz on the 
N3FYI repeater in Rawlinsville. 
The Lancaster County primary 
ARES/RACES repeater  is on 145.310 MHz 
with minus offset and 118.8 PL. 
Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at 
3993.5 kHz LSB on all Sundays except 
holidays. 
The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the 
month at 0800 hours local time.  
The Central Area (including Lancaster 
County) net is at 08:30 local time. 
EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local 
EST, 
     3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz, 
     Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net 
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Nearby Nets  
 
ARRL National Traffic System (NTS) in 
EPA  
The primary HF traffic nets within the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Section are:  
 
• EPAEPTN daily at 6pm ET 3917 KHz 

LSB 
• PTN daily at 7pm/10pm 3585 KHz CW 

(statewide)  
 
Sources for more information about the NTS 
in general: 

 
• http://www.arrl.org/nts or the NTS 

chapter in any edition of the ARRL 
Operating Manual.  

 
Sources for more information about the NTS 
in EPA: 
 
• http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa, or  

http://www.arrl.org/sections/view/eastern-
pennsylvania  

• Point of contact: Scott Walker N3SW, 
EPA STM, n3sw@arrl.net  

 
 

Hurricane Watch Net  
 
(Main frequency during Hurricanes) 14.325 MHz. 
 
SPARC Nets  
 
SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100 local 
time on 145.230 MHz neg offset and PL of 
118.8Hz. The 449.975 MHz, PL of 114.8 Hz 
repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the net.  
 
Nearby Nets of Local Interest  
 
Sunday 
 
Monday 
 
8:30 PM, Keystone VHF Club (York combined 
club and ARES/RACES), 146.970 MHz, neg 
offset, PL 123.0. 
 
9 PM, Ephrata Area Repeater Society W3XP, 
9PM, 145.450 MHz, neg offset, PL 100.0 and 
444.650, pos offset, PL 131.8 
 
9 PM, South Mountain Radio Amateurs (SMRA), 
N3TST, 145.430MHz, neg offset, PL 67. 
 
Tuesday 
 

8PM, Morse Code Net, SMRA, 145.430 MHz, neg 
offset, PL 67.0, alternate 146.460, pos offset 
1,000, PL 67.0. 
 
8 PM, Keystone VHF Digital Net, 146.97 MHz, 
PL 123.00. On hiatus over the summer. 
 
8PM, Lebanon Valley Society of Radio  
Amateurs (LVSRA) Emergency Net, K2LV, 
147.315 MHz, pos offset, PL 82.5. 
 
9PM, SPARC, K3IR, 145.230 MHz, neg offset, 
PL 118.8, and 449.975, PL 114.8. 
 
9 PM, Keystone (York) VHF Elmer Net, 146.97 
MHz, neg offset, PL 123.0. 
 
Wednesday 
 
7PM, W3WAN, York, 146.935 MHz, Lebanon, 
146.880, neg offset, PL 74.4. 
 
8 PM, Harrisburg (Etters), W3UU, 146.670 MHz, 
neg offset, PL .100. 
 
9PM, Red Rose Repeater Association, W3RRR, 
147.015, pos offset, PL 118.8,  
449.575 MHz, neg offset, PL 114.8. 
 
Thursday 
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9PM, Lancaster Radio Transmitting Society 
(Cornwall), W3AD, 145.390 MHz, neg offset, PL 
111.8. 
 
Friday 
 
8PM, Reading, K3TI, 145.490, neg offset, PL 
114.8. 
 
Saturday 
 
8 PM, Tristate Radio Association, KX3B, 
146.745, neg offset, PL 114.8. 
 
HF Nets 
 
Sunday, PM, Lebanon, 28.450 MHz. 
 
Monday thru Friday 9 AM to 12 Noon, Ragchew, 
7.272 MHz. 
 
Monday thru Saturday, 12 Noon, Salvation Army, 
14.265 MHz. 
 
Monday thru Saturday, 8 AM thru Midafternoon, 
ECARS, 7.255 MHz. 
 
8 AM thru Midafternoon, MidCARS, 7.258 MHz. 
 
Tuesday, 8 PM, Red Rose Repeater Association, 
10M net 28.400MHz 
 
7 Days a week, 12 Noon to 9 PM, Maritime 
Mobile Service Net 14.300. 

 

Club Officers 
 
Mark Walton, K3MRK, President 
Larry Laughman K3LWL, Vice President 
Margaret Hamm, KB3SCA, Treasurer 
Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, Secretary 

Kevin Lampo, K3LLC, Past President 
David Payne, N3LOM, Repeater Trustee 
Harry Bauder, N3FMO, Membership Chair 
Tom Hartranft, KB3ZGF, Member-at-Large 
   

 

Membership Info Update Request 
 
Please send all changes of address, email, and ham 
status to Harry Bauder, 4319 Snavely Rd 
Elizabethtown, Pa 17022 
email  harrybauder@comcast.net     
home phone 717-944-7235 

 

QRZ News Publication 
QRZ News is published monthly.  The deadline 
for submission of items for publication is 11 days 
before the regular membership meeting on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month.   If the material is 
not copy and paste ready for publication, more 
lead time is required. 
 
We operate on an exchange basis with other not 
for profit publications.  Articles printed in QRZ 
News may be reprinted in a not for profit 
publication provided proper credit is given.  QRZ  
News is archived at http://www.k3ir.org/ 

 

Free or For Sale by SPARC 

SPARC has the following items for sale to 
members or other interested Hams. 

• If you are building wire antennas we have a 
large quantity of insulated wire from 14 gauge to 
18 gauge. 

Contact Mark, or Harry, N3FM 

 


