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October  2018 

 
President’s Message 
 
Greetings 
 
As we close out another Summer, I’d like to take a 
few minutes to tell you what your club has been 
doing. We had a good field day this year. 
Participation was not what it has been in the past, 
but those that came, had a great time. We had a 
chance to catch up with old friends and make new 
ones. We had some less experienced hams 
attending that got a chance to get on the air and 
get answers to questions they had. All in all, it was 
a good time as always.   
 
We also had a Boy Scout event with a camp out 
and merit badge sponsorship for the boys. We are 
hoping to do this again next year. We’ve also had 
a couple nice Saturdays and Sundays where we 
could set up some small portable operations 
outside on club grounds.  
 
We had planned a club family picnic for July with 
food, fellowship and some portable operation from 
a State Park. Unfortunately, due to lack of 
committed interest, we had to postpone to a later 
date hoping to have more club members 
participate. So the new date is September 23rd. 
We plan this to be somewhat informal. The club 
will supply the hamburgers and hot dogs and we 
are hoping everyone could bring a little something 
to go along with the meat. Salads, snacks, desserts, 
whatever works for you. We aren’t the kind to 
complain about any food. We will start about 

1:00pm at Susquehannock State Park. The park is 
located off of Rt 372 W, along the river near 
Holtwood. There is plenty of info on the web 
about the park. We will be on the Lancaster 
County side. We will have an HF station set up to 
work the pile ups for the State Park activation. Not 
a super serious operation, just for fun. If anyone 
needs more information on the picnic, please 
contact me or any other board member. My email 
is  
k3mrk1@gmail.com. I love to hear from club 
members with questions or suggestions on club 
activities. I hope to see many of you at the park! 

 
73 
 
Mark Walton  K3MRK 
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Coming Events 
 
SPARC Breakfast 
 
Starting September 8th at 0800 hours SPARC will 
resume our monthly breakfasts at a new location: 
 
City Star Diner, 665 Lancaster Rd, Manheim, PA 
17545, USA 
 
This is on Rt 72 adjacent to the Mini Golf course.  
 
We have changed location with the hope that some 
who considered Mt Joy too far, may now be able 
to join us if this location is closer to their home.  
We checked it out with some neighbor men and 
the food was good, prices fair, and service good.  
Rest rooms are adequate.  There is a ramp for 
handicap access. They have a large 10-person 
table near the back wall that I hope we can fill.  
Other tables may be added if necessary. So we 
hope all approve.  And even more I hope some of 
you who have never joined us, add it to your 
calendar. 
 
  -- Gerry Wagner, Coordinator 
 
Membership Meeting 
 
The next membership meeting will be held on 
Tuesday October 23.  We look forward to seeing 
you! 

WWV/WWVH 
A variety of news outlets have reported that 
funding for WWV and WWVH is scheduled to be 
dropped from the latest federal budget.   A blog 
entry by AA4LR stated the case well:   

 
Apparently, the budget proposals for NIST 
don't include funding for WWV and WWVH. If 
these budgets go through, then our beloved 
stations on 2.5, 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 MHz will 
go silent after over 98 years of broadcasting. 
 
I can't imagine radio without these stations. 
There have been countless times I've set my 
clocks and watch by them. And while the 
internet and NTP may have largely replaced 
them for that function, there's no equivalent 

internet protocol for frequency measurements. 
 
I remember how cool it was late one evening 
when I could hear both WWV and WWVH on 
2.5 and 5 MHz. 
 
I can't imaging calibrating a home-brew radio 
without the reference signal of WWV or 
WWVH. I guess there's always CHU, but the 
frequencies aren't as handy. 
 
I encourage you to write your Congress persons 
and let them know how important funding of 
WWV and WWVH are to you. 
 
I would hate to lose WWV and WWVH. Please 
do your part. 

Air Wave Friends 
 
by Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ 
 
Despite other summer activities, amateurs still 
find time to get on their radios and “chew the 
cud”. Once you form the habit, it's a hard one to 
break. Even harder is to fathom why so many with 
licenses and radios, antenna, and amplifiers rarely 
use them to contact others.  In fact our club's topic 
for our meeting next week is just that, getting on 
the radio with the whats and the hows. Strange as 
it may seem there seems to be a lot of folks who 
go to the effort of getting a license and then freeze 
up when the mic is put in front of them. 
 
Let me start with just this mornings contact: After 
3 years with no contact, touched base with 
AB2UE. In 2015 he was in NY making plans to 
move to the Carolinas. Now he has relocated to 
Kings Mountain, NC. I referred him back then to 
my brother who is near Charlotte in SC for any 
questions since he also moved down several years 
ago. Not sure they ever got in contact. He has two 
antennas connected in parallel, a bit 
unconventional. One is an off center fed dipole 
with a 4:1 balun at the load point and the other a 
loop. He says they work better than one alone and 
seem to be compatible. Go figure. He has lots of 
radios but was using a FTDX1200 at the moment. 
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W8DLW, Dave is a new ham within the year. He 
and his brother N8LWX got there tickets together 
He was running a FT 991 with a long wire and 
works full time for the local power company there 
in Michigan. So here is an exception to that group 
of new hams who get a license and never use it. 
 
KJ4GDW had spent time living in Washington, 
DC but now lives in Washington, NC. I make note 
of Wayne not because he shares my middle name 
but he may well be my only contact who has a 
ham radio station on his sale boat. Perhaps a bit 
more realistic than someone living in Lancaster 
with a QSO card with a picture of a ham station on 
an Amish black buggy. 
 
Ever thought of the anomaly that with 
personalized vehicle license plates we strive to get 
the most from the 6 or seven letter limit whereas 
most hams go for the short 4 character call? The 
Absecon Lighthouse on US 1 in New Jersey has 
such a call, K2BR and was on the air recently 
where I talked to the amateur  on duty, Bob who 
was working a period at the Lighthouse. BTW, do 
you all realize that light houses QSOs are one of 
the many radio entities that fellow hams collect. In 
fact all light houses have a unique assigned 
number and my logging software has a special 
field for same. 
 
Sam, KT4QW went for the nice rhythm of a 2x2 
call sign. He's 88 year old and proves that even as 
your mobility starts to wain, we can still use our 
mouths to be active on the air. He was using one 
of the new end fed myAntenna's with an Icom 
756. Sam had worked for the Navy and knew of 
my old home, Lakehurst NJ where I worked for 
35+ years. He even ask me about progress on the 
new electromagnetic carrier launch project and 
although knowledgeable of it, I could not offer 
much of an update never having worked on it 
while there. Sam was proud of his web site at 
kt4qw.com 
 
I enjoy sharing these contacts but not sure if it is 
serving anyone else's interest. If you enjoy hearing 
about my Air Wave Friends, send me an email 
note [gerry.wagner@comcast.net] of 
encouragement to continue sharing. I'll still be 

talking on the air but won't bother sharing the 
more interesting contacts in this newsletter. And 
you might let me know if we share any contacts as 
I challenged you all to check out last month.  
 
Wireless Communications Systems 
Course   
 
For the third year in a row, the Wireless 
Communications Systems course has included the 
opportunity to become licensed by the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC). The license 
students vied for was the entry level amateur radio 
Technician License. The exam itself includes 
basic electrical/electronic knowledge along with 
the rules and regulations for transmitting on the 
amateur radio bands. Additionally, things like 
radio safety and operating station equipment are 
also included. Because of this, students needed 
more than just learning content from the wireless 
course itself. Additional study was required to 
successfully pass the exam.  
 
The teacher of a course like this one cannot 
provide the exam. For that, Volunteer Examiners 
are required. Fortunately, within the area, are two 
amateur radio clubs that help out with the offering 
of the exam. The Coordinator of the Volunteer 
Examiners was Rich Kaelberger (AB3RK), and 
Volunteer Examiners were Audra Wilder (KD3K), 
Larry 
W. Laughman (K3LWL), Phil Theis (K3TUF) and 
Harry Bauder (N3FMO).  
  
There was a total of 16 people in the wireless class 
and two people who wished to take the exam from 
outside the class. Of the 18 people who took the 
exam, a total of 15 people passed for an 83% 
passing rate. Combining the wireless course with 
the FCC licensure is a great way to learn the 
technology as well as cultivate a new hobby! 
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Volunteer Examiner-Coordinator, Rich Kaelberer 
AB3RK. 
 

 
Volunteer Examiners, from left to right: Audra Wilder 
KD3K, Harry Bauder N3FMO, Phil Theis (standing) 
K3TUF, and Larry W. Laughman K3LWL. 

 
Andrew Spisak, KC3LIQ makes his first amateur radio 
contact with Ken De Lucca assisting. 

 

 
New FCC Licensees, from left to right, front to back: 
Anna Tran KC3LIG, Ken De Lucca-Instructor 
WA3KD, N.D. Powlus KC3LIP, Dietrich Gehron 
KC3LIM, Tyler Miller KC3LIB, Ethan Bressler 
KC3LIO, Nate Ceol KC3LIH, Grant Bortner 
(KC3LII), back row, Dan Carpenter KC3LIK, Bailey 
Cartusciello KC3LIN, and Julian Gonzalez KC3LIF. 
Not pictured: Will Fern KC3LIC, Noah Hawkins 
KC3LIU and Andrew Spisak KC3LIQ.  
 

ARES/RACES 

 
 
 
As part of the SPARC commitment to emergency 
communications, the SPARC repeater system is 
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maintained as available for linking with other area 
repeaters. 

Lancaster County RACES VHF Net is held on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours local 
time at 145.310 MHz on the N3FYI repeater in 
Rawlinsville. 

The Lancaster County primary ARES/RACES 
repeater  is on 145.310 MHz with minus offset and 
118.8 PL. 

Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at 3993.5 
kHz LSB on all Sundays except holidays. 

The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the 
month at 0800 hours local time.  

The Central Area (including Lancaster County) 
net is at 08:30 local time. 

EPA NBEMS Net, Tuesday, 7:30pm local EST, 
     3.5920mhz Mode: Olivia 8/500 1khz, 
     Net Mgr: WA3WSJ@arrl.net 

Nearby Nets  
 
ARRL National Traffic System (NTS) in EPA  
The primary HF traffic nets within the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Section are:  
 
• EPAEPTN daily at 6pm ET 3917 KHz LSB 
• PTN daily at 7pm/10pm 3585 KHz CW 

(statewide)  
 
Sources for more information about the NTS in 
general: 
 
• http://www.arrl.org/nts or the NTS chapter in 

any edition of the ARRL Operating Manual.  
 
Sources for more information about the NTS in 
EPA: 
 

• http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nts-epa, or  
http://www.arrl.org/sections/view/eastern-
pennsylvania  

• Point of contact: Scott Walker N3SW, EPA 
STM, n3sw@arrl.net  

 
 
Hurricane Watch Net  

 
(Main frequency during Hurricanes) 14.325 MHz. 
 
SPARC Nets  
 
SPARC holds nets every Tuesday at 2100 local 
time on 145.230 MHz neg offset and PL of 
118.8Hz. The 449.975 MHz, PL of 114.8 Hz 
repeater is linked to the 2m repeater for the net.  
 
Nearby Nets of Local Interest  
 
Sunday 
 
Monday 
 
8:30 PM, Keystone VHF Club (York combined 
club and ARES/RACES), 146.970 MHz, neg 
offset, PL 123.0. 
 
9 PM, Ephrata Area Repeater Society W3XP, 
9PM, 145.450 MHz, neg offset, PL 100.0 and 
444.650, pos offset, PL 131.8 
 
9 PM, South Mountain Radio Amateurs (SMRA), 
N3TST, 145.430MHz, neg offset, PL 67. 
 
Tuesday 
 
8PM, Morse Code Net, SMRA, 145.430 MHz, neg 
offset, PL 67.0, alternate 146.460, pos offset 
1,000, PL 67.0. 
 
8 PM, Keystone VHF Digital Net, 146.97 MHz, 
PL 123.00. On hiatus over the summer. 
 
8PM, Lebanon Valley Society of Radio  
Amateurs (LVSRA) Emergency Net, K2LV, 
147.315 MHz, pos offset, PL 82.5. 
 
9PM, SPARC, K3IR, 145.230 MHz, neg offset, 
PL 118.8, and 449.975, PL 114.8. 
 
9 PM, Keystone (York) VHF Elmer Net, 146.97 
MHz, neg offset, PL 123.0. 
 
Wednesday 
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7PM, W3WAN, York, 146.935 MHz, Lebanon, 
146.880, neg offset, PL 74.4. 
 
8 PM, Harrisburg (Etters), W3UU, 146.670 MHz, 
neg offset, PL .100. 
 
9PM, Red Rose Repeater Association, W3RRR, 
147.015, pos offset, PL 118.8,  
449.575 MHz, neg offset, PL 114.8. 
 
Thursday 
 
9PM, Lancaster Radio Transmitting Society 
(Cornwall), W3AD, 145.390 MHz, neg offset, PL 
111.8. 
 
Friday 
 
8PM, Reading, K3TI, 145.490, neg offset, PL 
114.8. 
 
Saturday 
 
8 PM, Tristate Radio Association, KX3B, 
146.745, neg offset, PL 114.8. 
 
HF Nets 
 
Sunday, PM, Lebanon, 28.450 MHz. 
 
Monday thru Friday 9 AM to 12 Noon, Ragchew, 
7.272 MHz. 
 
Monday thru Saturday, 12 Noon, Salvation Army, 
14.265 MHz. 
 
Monday thru Saturday, 8 AM thru Midafternoon, 
ECARS, 7.255 MHz. 
 
8 AM thru Midafternoon, MidCARS, 7.258 MHz. 
 
Tuesday, 8 PM, Red Rose Repeater Association, 
10M net 28.400MHz 
 
7 Days a week, 12 Noon to 9 PM, Maritime 
Mobile Service Net 14.300. 

 

Club Officers 
 
Mark Walton, K3MRK, President 
Larry Laughman K3LWL, Vice President 
Margaret Hamm, KB3SCA, Treasurer 
Gerry Wagner, KB3SSZ, Secretary 
Kevin Lampo, K3LLC, Past President 
David Payne, N3LOM, Repeater Trustee 
Harry Bauder, N3FMO, Membership Chair 
Tom Hartranft, KB3ZGF, Member-at-Large 
   

 

Membership Info Update Request 
 
Please send all changes of address, email, and ham 
status to Harry Bauder, 4319 Snavely Rd 
Elizabethtown, Pa 17022 
email  harrybauder@comcast.net     
home phone 717-944-7235 

 

QRZ News Publication  

QRZ News is published monthly.  The deadline 
for submission of items for publication is 11 days 
before the regular membership meeting on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month.   If the material is 
not copy and paste ready for publication, more 
lead time is required. 
 
We operate on an exchange basis with other not 
for profit publications.  Articles printed in QRZ 
News may be reprinted in a not for profit 
publication provided proper credit is given.  QRZ  
News is archived at http://www.k3ir.org/ 

 

Free or For Sale by SPARC 

SPARC has the following items for sale to 
members or other interested Hams. 

• If you are building wire antennas we have a 
large quantity of insulated wire from 14 gauge to 
18 gauge. 

Contact Mark, or Harry, N3FM 

 


